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Mr. MALLORY said that he, as one of those 
who had been designated a Kitchen Cabinet, and 
as a sincere friend of the President, hoped that the 
gentleman from Tennessee might be permited to 


proceed. 

Mr. ARNOLD asked if the gentleman expected 
to go into the cabinet— 

Mr. MALLORY’S reply was not heard by the 
Reporter. ; 

After some conversation and great confusion— 

The CHAIR decided that the gentleman from 
Tennessee was out of order in speaking disrespect- 
fully of the Presidegt of the United States, and 
directed him to take his seat. 

Mr. ARNOLD appealed from the decision of the 
Chair, denying that he was out of order. He 
would briefly state the grounds on which he had 
appealed. He did not intend to take back a word 
he had said; he had never been afraid of responsi- 
bility here or elsewhere. He despised that poor, 
miserable, truckling system of politics, which 
made a man afraid to speak the truth. He had 
said, in his remarks, that he did not know who the 
Administration party here was. Was that out of 
order?’ But, for himself, he had said that he con- 
siderrd the Administration party hereto be the 
late Loco Foeo party, and that the President be- 
longed to them. Was that outof order? What 
then? He had said further, that if ever there was a 
man fit to make a modern Loco Foco, it was the 
poor miserable wretch at the other end of the 
avenue. Was this out of order? If the cap fitted, 
and the friends of the President of the United 
States chose to put it on his head, was he (Mr. A.) 
to be called to order, because they chose to make 
the application? He knew of many miserabie 
wretches at the other end of the avenue. 

The CHAIR stated that in his view the words 
used were applied to the President of the United 
States, and were disrespec'ful to him. He then 
put the question on the appeal for the decision of 
the House. 

Mr. ADAMS said, it appeared to him that the 
words upon which the decision had been made 
should be reduced to writing. 

Some further proceedings followed, when— 

Mr, PROFFIT of Indianasaid it was impossible 
to know what were the intentions of the gentleman 
from Tennessee in using the language he had. But 
if he applied it to the President, he had heard simi- 
lar language used so often towards the present Exe- 
cutive that he (Mr. P.) had become quite accus- 
tomed to it, and it had ceased to be a matter of sur- 
prise to him. 

Mr. KING of Georgia. Did the gentleman from 
Indiana ever hear such language applied to the 
President of the United States? I ask the gentle- 
man from Indiana to answer me that question. 

Mr PROFFIT said that he would, if permitted, 
say when and where, and from whom, he had 
heard similar language, and worse. 

The CHAIR said he was not in order. 

Mr. ARNOLD then said that he had been asked 
by several of his friends to withdraw the appeal, 
and, to save the time of the ilouse, he would do so 
and take his seat. 

Mr. INGERSOLL said that he would renew the 
appeal. Without any reference to the propriety or 
impropriety of the language used by the gentleman 
from Tennessee, he would ask if it was not the 
privilege of a member to speak of the Executive as 
he pleased on his personal and representative re- 
sponsibility. He could not, it was true, invoke the 
Executive influence to carry or defeat a measure, 
bat it was his privilege, as a Representative of the 
people, to speak of the official conduct of any offi- 
cer of the Government as he pleased on his respon- 
sibility as such. Mr. I. said he had a hundred 
times heard Mr. Madison spoken of in the most 
offensive terms on that floor. 


Mr. ARNOLD, whilst he thanked the gentleman 
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from Pennsylvania [Mr. Incersout] for the liberal! 
views he expressed in relation to treedom of de- 
bate in this House, hoped the gentleman would 
not insist on his appeal. 

Mr. INGERSOLL said he would, then, at the 
request of the gentleman, withdraw his appeal 

After a remark from Mr. KEIM, which the Re- 
porter could not hear, 

Mr. ARNOLD had leave to proceed. He then 
continued his remarks for some time, and, in the 
course of them, he Jaunched out into the most ve- 
hement denunciations of the Democratic party; 
charging them with having bankrupied the Trea- 
sury and the Post Office Department, and with 
having literally burnt up both. He made several 
thrusts at the President, and said that he freely 
gave bim up, for he was a fit President for the De- 
mocrats, and no oneelse. Mr. Kendall, the late 
Postmaster General, also came in for a share of 
Mr. A’s notice, and he was spoken of in pretty 
harsh terms. Indeed, he said that the go&t that was 
to carry Amos Kendall’s sins in the wilderness, 
must be a large one. Mr. A. said he cou!d not be 
mistaken in the signs of the times. The reins of 
Government were to pass cut of the hands of the 
Whig party; and he would advise the patriotic 
Whigs and friends of the country never to encou- 
rage their friends to hanker after office. Hereafter 
he said he would consider himself bound to no par- 
ty; but he would go fcr any measures, be they 
proposed by Democrats or Whigs, that he thought 
would be for the benefit of the country. 

After some remarks from Me. STANLY. 


Mr. ARNOLD rose for explanation. He could 
say to the gentleman from North Carolina, with 
perfect sincerity, that he came here at the com- 
mencement of the session with the most kind and 
cordial feelings to John Tyler. He would further 
say to him, that had the venerated man, General 
Harrison, who he was proud to say was his friend, 
lived to this day, he would say to the gentleman 
from North Carol.cs, that that venerated man 
would have thought and felt as he (Mr. A.) 
did. 

Mr. BOTTS rese not defend himsel{ from 
having written the letter wh <h had been so often 
alluded to, nor did he rise for cenouncing denun- 
ciations, The gentieman from WNogith Carolina 
surprised him by the motice he toa of that letter, 
for he we!l knew the circumstances under which 
it was written. He rose to make an explanation, 
not as regarded himself, for he took upon himself 
the whole responsibility of that letter; but to dis- 
claim for his Whig friends here any responsibili- 
ty for it, whether they did or did not entertain the 
Opinions expressed in it. He (Mr. B.) looked 
upon the conduct ef the President as treacherous 
to his party—as the vilest treachery; and when the 
second veto came, as come it must, he would stand 
here prepared to maintain what he said. He would 
say a word as tu heading the President. Was 
there a member of the Whig party bere who did 
not understand what was meant by ii? The pro- 
position he made in the letter before referred to, of 
heading the President, was no very criminal pro- 
position—not faudulent and heartless as it was 
said to have been. Ii was only a propos ion to 
give the President an opportunity of si: ning a bill 
which was in conformity with his own secommen- 
dation, in order to cut off his cotine ston with the 
opposition, which he (Mr. B.) be. .eved it was his 
parpose to form, and which he now believed was 
already formed. After the Bank bill had passed 
the Senate, and while it was before the House,and 
after the President had pledged tumself to upwards 
of fifty members to sign it, we were told, said Mr. 
B. that he would not sign it because he had never 
read it. As to the bill now before the Heuse, 

though it was framed with the view of meeting 
every possibie objection of the President, there 
was now no doubt in his mind that he would veto 
it. Mark, said he, what I tell you: it will not be 
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sicnéd. Mr. B. in conclusion, said he rose only 
for the purpose of releasing the Whig party from 
any kind of responsibility for his letter to Rich- 
mond, and for taking it wholly upon himself. 

Mr. PROFFIT said he intendedto vote for this 
bill, becaus» he believed the money was justly due 
to the mail con,*actors, and it was due to the cha- 
racter of the couctry that they should be paid. 
That, he said, was one of the Whig principles. 
He would also tell the gentleman from North 
Carolina that it was not consistent with Whig 
principles to gag the mouths of their political op- 
ponents when a bill was before the House of such 
vast importance to the country, and that was to 
last for weal or for wo, twenty years, and then to 
spend two days in abusing postmasters. Mr, P. 
reminded his Whig friends of the manner in which 
the Sub Treasury bill, the antagonist measure to 
this Bank bil!, was passed when the party now in 
the minority had the power. After one hundred 
and eleven speeches had been made on it, two- 
thirds of which had been made by Whig members, 
we complained bitterly of our opponents for taking 
it out of committee; and yet, said he, when I now 
propose togive the same party a chance of de- 
bating our measure, | am accused of departing 
from Whig principles. How had he departed 
from the Whig party? Had he not voted for every 
Whig measure that had been brought fo: ward this 
session? Did he not vote for the Distribution bill, 
the Loan bill, the Fortification bill, and both of the 
Bank bill? Did he not toil day and night for the 
Whig party previous to the last election in making 
stump speeches and franking document's? Did he 
not frank something like seven thousand docu- 
menis in two weeks of the last session? And now 
that the battle had been fought and won, he was 
to be put out of the party because he would not go 
in the party traces, and serve as a party hack. 
The gentleman from North Carolina asked him to 
come back to the Whig party. How had he ever 
departed from the principles of the party? He 
stood where he always stood, and if the Whig 
party chese to depart from the principles they pro- 
fessed before the election, he of course could not 
be with them. If they chose to enter into in- 
trigues and barga ns and management, and piling 
the Bankrupt bill upon the Land bill and the 
Revenue bill, and these upon the Bank bill, why 
let them do it; he should not go with them. 

If there was to be a war carried on against the 
Psesident of the United States upon the ground 
now assumed, he would tell them that the people 
who elected John Tyler would never believe that 
he had acted treacherously. Now as to the Cabi- 
net. He would say that if there was a vital dif- 
ference of opinion between the President and his 
Cabinet, they ought to go out. Mr. P. concluced 
by saying, that if gentlemen would only let him 
alone, he would not say another word during the 
remainder of the session. 

The debate was further continved by Mr. 
DAWSON, who, after some congratulations cn 
the freedom of debate, invoked the House to re- 
turn to the consideration of the bill before it. 


And by Mr. BRIGGS, who strongly urged 
the same appeal. In brifly replying to the at- 
tack of Mr. Granger, Mr. B. stated the following 
facts: 

Since the fourth of March last there have 
been Jess than 1,600 postmasters appointed; 
whereas in 1839 Mr. Kendall appointed 2,287 
postmasters, exclusive of those appointed to new 
offices ’ 

In 1840, 2,271 postmasters were appointed, ex- 
clusive of those to fill new offices. 

Mr. McKAY then nroposed the following modi- 
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#um oftwelve millions of dollars,’ approved July 
. to he applied to the use of such Department, for the 


aforesaid, and two be reimbursble out of the accruing 

fundeye the Department; the said money to be accounted for 
in the manner prescribed in the second section of the ‘act to 
the organization of the Post Office Departwent, and to 


effectually for the setslement of the accounts there- 
’ uly 2 1941.” : 
rue trusted, he said, that the separation 
which had exisied for twenty years between the 
funds of the Post Office Department and the funds 
of the general Treasury would still be preserved. 
And it could only be preserved by the adoption of 
this amendment. 

Mr, BRIGGS briefly opposed the proposition. 

The debate was further continued by 

Mr, PAYNE, who opposed the bill in its present 
shape, and commented on the political and cfficial 
conduct of the Postmaster. He said he had no 
confidence in Mr. Granoer, because his character 
was marked with the black and hastful stain of 
Abolition. 

Mr. FILLMORE said that Mr. Granger had 
denied that charge upon the floor of the House. 

Mr. PAYNE said he had appointed Abolition- 
ists @S postmasters. 

Mr. FILLMORE inquired whether Mr. Payne 
knew this to be the fact? 

Mr. PAYNE said he did not know it of hisown 
personal knowledge, but he had the information 
from sources that he could relyon. He made this 
statement on his own responsibility. Mr. P. con- 
tinued his remarks at some Jength, comtheniing 
with mach force on the Whiz meacures of the pre- 
sent session, all of which be said were designed to 
create a deficit in the Treasury, and consequently 
the necessity for a high protective tariff. 

Mr. CHAS. BROWN would like to vote for an 
amount of money hecessary !0 pay whatever was 
owing to mail contraciors—he would never refuse 
to pay the debis of the Government. But he 
would like tc know, firs’, whether, by proper ef- 
forts, the Post Office Depariment could not, from 
its own resouices, pay i's expenses. The commit- 
tee had not told them they bad examined into this 
——they had no evidence before them of who the 
money was owing to, nor of the debts due to the 
Department. It might be that the Postmaster Ge- 
neral had not pail as much attention to the finan- 
cial as the political part of his duties; and he was 
inclined to think this was the case. But from 
whatever cause it might have arwen, he thought 
the mail contractors ough! not to be the sufferers, 
and, to the extent of their demands, he would vore 
for an appropriation. But he would not vote for 
any surplus. The amount of deficiencies was shown 
by the Postmaster General to be a little over two 
hundred thousand dollars; to this extent he would 
go, and no further. 


As to to the qualifizations of the Postmaster Ge- 
neral, he knew nothing about them, nor did he care 
mucb, for he was greatly mistaken in the signs of 
the times, if he would remain there long. Report 
said that that officer had had a ‘‘premonitory symp- 
tom,” and he (Mr. B.) thought a “collapse ” would 
soon follow. It was said, thongh he did not 
voueh for the truth of the report, that the President 
had intimated to the Postmaster General that bis 
course in the removal of so many, or any, post- 
masters, without good cause, was offensive, and 
must be stopped. How could it be otherwise? 
Had not the Whig party before the election con- 
demoed all proscription for opinion’s sake? Did 
they not say that the «flices be lorged to the people, 
and that no officer ovght to be removed unless he 
used his office to promete political partisan object-? 
And did not both General Harrison and Mr, Tyler, 
when they came into office, reassert the same doc- 
trines? How tken could, or can, the President 
permit one of his Cabinet thus to disregar4 his 
knowr wishes, and one of ihe great principles of 
the Whig party?’ The President was denounced 
daily for not signing a Bank bill, because it was 
said to be a Whig measure; then why not de- 
nounce the Postmaster General for his violation of 
the Whig principles?’ That the Pos'master Gene- 
rai had violated the principles advocated by the 
party op this subject, was well known all over the 
eoustry. In the county of Chester, Pennsylvania, 


dollars of the money which may be borrowed in ex- 
Of the act entitled ‘An act authotizing a Wan not ex- 
‘lat, 


adjoining his (Mr. B’s) district, where there had 
not been ene single removal during the adminis- 
trations of General Jackson and Mr. Van Puren, 
there had been already five removals under this 
Adminis'ration. The former Administrations 
professed to belicve it right and proper to 
remove without cause, and although two- 
thirds of all the postmasters in the populous 
county of Chester had been opposed to General 
Jackson and Mr. Van Buren, not one of them had 
been removed. The present Administration had 
been elected, and professed to be opposed to pro- 
scription, and yet they had thus early turned out 
five. What a contrast! and one that would be 
found, he had no doubt, to exist all over the coun- 
try. In Philadelphia, most, if not all of the letter 
carriers had been turned out of their offices; many 
of them he knew to be capable and honest men, 
who had taken no other part in politics than giving 
their votes. One of them was recommended as a 
faithful officer by the Catholic Bishop, the Episco- 
pal Bishop, several Presbyterian and other ministers 
of the Gospel, merchants and others of the Whig 
party, with whom was also joined Capx.” Stock- 
ton, the great Whig orator of New Jersey. These 
all said that this carrier bad not violated the rules 
laid down by the Whig party in relation to remo- 
vals from office, and yet he was turned out, But 
it was useless to speak of individual cases; they 
cculd be found all over the Northern States by 
hundreds. He (Mr. B.) belonged to the party 
that believed the offices onght to be filled by men 
of similar politics with those ths people elect, and 
he always blamed the late Administration for not 
making more changes than it had. But, as the 
present Adaunistration had come into power on a 
difierent principle, he thought ihe President was 
bound to see that the Postmaster General carried 
it out, or if he did not, to turn Mr. Postmaster 
General out. 

Mr. B said he had heard it again and again as- 
serted in tbat hall and elsewhere, that Mr. Tyler 


had been seeking to unite himself with the Democrats, 


Loco Focos as they are now called, with a view to 
kis re-election—that his veto of the Bank bill was 
for this objec!, and that the Democrats were using 
him to break him and the Whig party down, and 
then they would drop him, as was classically said, 
“like a hot potatoe;” and as evidence of this bar- 
gain, or attempt of the Demozrats to steal the Pre- 
sident from ths Whigs, it was gravely said that 
they had visited the President of the United States 
at the Presidential mansion! He thought the re- 
presentatives of the people had aright, and that it was 
their duty to visit the President. The White House 
b:longed to the people; and he had yet to learn the 
crime there was in entering its walls, or paying 
proper respect to the people’s President, who dwelt 
there. He had called upon the President when he 
first came to Washington, and had visited him two 
or three times since, ard he had asked no Whig’s 
permission to do this, nor did he regard what they 
thought or said about it. It seemed to be criminal 
not only for a Democrat to visit the President, but 
to approve of any of his acts. They had fallen 
(Mr. B. said) on strange times. The President 
was denounced for adhering to opinions he had 
always held and expressed, and the Demcera's 
were denounced for supporting the President in 
his adherence to his own principles, which hap- 
pen to be Democratic principle:; and this, too, from 
a party professing, before the election, to be ulira 
Democratic. Then the Democratic party were not 
Democratic enough. The Whigs endeavored, and, 
in part, induced the people to believe, that they 
were more Democratic than the Democrats were; 
and pointed to the history of ‘Tippecanoe and 
Tyler too,” to prove it. He knew the leaders of 
the Whig party to be false; and tho ght their candi- 
dates would be false also; and as it seemed the 
Whigs thought so themsel res; but now, when Pre- 
sident Tyler refused to aid them in their treachery 
to the people, he was denounced as a traitor. Mr. 
B. said he heard “Ramor”—that Rumor which the 
gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Wise) spoke of the 
other day with sandy hair and a bald head, and 
to which the Reporters had affixed a long nose— 
in his speech delivered in the other end of the Ca- 
pitol on the veto of the President, charge that 


President with a derilection of duty, because he 
obeyed the dictates of his conscience; and “Rn- 
mor” said. boasting of his own courage, that he 
wa? not brave enovgh to place his consc'entious 
scruples in the way of the prosperity of his coun- 
try. Whata sentiment, said Mr. B. to be express- 
ed in an American Congress! by an American 
Senator! That conscience, which God had im- 
planted in the breast of man, as his monitor and 
his guide—that that principle, of all religic us and 
moral teaching, the most to be cherished and 
obeyed, and whose movings in the human heart 
were believed to be the inspirations of the 
Almigh'y himself, must be despised, re- 
jecied, trampled under foot, and for what? 
To please a party leader, or to obey the behest of 
party dictation. He is told itis the willof the 
country—it is to promote its prosperity. Can it 
be;that the prosperity of the country demands of 
the President of this country the violation of the 
sacred dictates of conscience andof duty? Itisavic- 
Jation of all the principles of human action—of 
all that we know or believe of the moral govern- 
ment of the wor!d, to suppose that any such sacri- 
fice could be demanded. But it is not a new 
thing for party leaders to repudiate all the obliga- 
tions of conscience—and particularly for great 
Bank makers to teach this code of morals. Mr. 
B had known acase before in his own Stave. 
Mr. Scerens, who, like the great Bank maker 
here, nade a great Bank for Pennsylvania by the 
recharter of the United States Bank, when, in 
1838, he attempted to overthrow the Government 
of the State by the crest on of a spurious Legis- 
gislature, seduced cne of ihe members of his party, 
an honest countryman, into his conspiracy, who, 
when he found what his leader int«nded to do, and 
was doing, refused to go on with him, telling him 
that his consei nee would not Jet him; to which 
Mr. Stevens replied, ‘*Damn conscience,” “throw 
conscience to the devil”—and so with those who 
wish the President to signa Bank bill. They tell 
him to throw conscienc? to the devil! What busi- 
ness has he, a Whig President, with a conscience? 
The Whig party, as it called itself, could not be- 
lieve that the President could have a conscience, 
or ought to have one, and therefore it was that they 
attributed to him a corrupt coalition with the De- 
mocrats. They could not believe that Democrats 
would give him an honest support; but he would 
tell them that, while the President sustained De- 
mocratic measvres, they would sustain him. For 
one, he (Mr. B) would g.ve the President an ho- 
nest an hearty support in all and every Demo- 
cratic measure; and he believed ie spoke the sen- 
timent of every Democrat on that floor. They 
would sustain the President as long as he sustained 
their principles—no Jonger—let that time be long 
or short. He had not come there to make Presi- 
dents, but to make laws. The people would make 
a President at the proper time. Bat he could tel 
the Whig party, if they chose to make issue upon 
the subject of a Bank, let who would be the oppo- 
site candidate, he would be elected by an over- 
whelmizg majority. In the mean time, the Demo- 
cratic party would give to all who advocated De- 
mocratic measures an honest support—not such a 
support as the Whig party was then giving to the 
President, approaching him with honeyed-words, 
and smiles upon their faces, but leaving him with 
curses and denunciations upon their lips, because he 
would noi let himself be ruled by their central, fac- 
tious dictation—but looked beyond and over this 
Capitol, to the wishes, feelings, and interests of the 
wholr people of the United States—that people, un- 
der whatever name they may be found, who are al- 
ways Democratic and honest, and will not ask him 
to bow to the dictation of any man or set of men, 
here or elsewhere. And how had this party cry 
been raised here against the President? By the 
same system of party drill which had been adopted 
to coerce members into the support of measures 
they did not approve. Nota important bill had been 
passed during this session that met the approbation 
of a majority of even the Whig party—it was only 
by caucasing, night after night, that the Bank bill, 
Land bil!, Revenue bill, and Bankrupt bill, could 
be passed, and he knew that not one of those bills 
had been approved by some members who voicd 
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for them. But the party! the party! required i, 
and it must be done. Who was the party? The 
people? No! It was certain leaders, ambitious 
men, who would rule, and who would throw crn- 
science to the devil, that they might rule. He (Mr. 
B.) had seen enough this day to convince him that 
such a state of things was near itsend. The Pre- 
sident had ehecked it, and the people, as soon as 
they got the upporiunity, would complete the good 
work—they would never give their votes to men 
who would sacrifice the interests of the country to 
party,-and who bai and would set up party dicta- 
tion above the dictates of conscience and of duty. 

Let the President but go on in the path he had set 
out upon,and be true to himse'f, as he hoped in God 
he would be, and he need not fear the consequences. 
He would ind himself supported there and else- 
where, by the hoxest and true men of the Jand— 
by those who had stocd by the honest and true 
men of the Republie in days gone by. In the 
noble stand he had taken against the rapid 
strides of modern Federalism to corruption and 
power, be had proved himsell the noblest Roman 
of them all, and had laid the foundation of amonu- 
ment, which, if finishediof the same material, would 
be more enduring than the Republic itself—that 
would last as long as public virtue, disinterested 
patriotism, a sacred regard to the dictates of con- 
science, and moral courage, would be cheri:hed or 
approved. 

Mr. JAMES of Pennsylvania, replied with some 
severity to the remarks of Mr. Brown on the ap- 
pointments in Mr. J’s county of Chester; and with 
stillmore warmth to the remarks of Mr. Payne on 
Mr. Granger’s abolition preferences. He con- 
tended for freedom of thought, and denounced with 
indignation the idea that a competent man was not 
to be appointed a pcsimaster, because he was op. 
possi to slavery. Would Mr. P. avow sucha 
sentiment? Weuld he proscribe all Abolitionists? 

Mr. PAYNE sai? ihat he would proseribe them; 
that he would pat the brand of Cain upon them— 
yes, the mark of hell; and if they came to the 
South he would hang them like dogs. 

The debate was further continued by Messrs. 
CUSHING, MARSHALL, and WISE; after 
which 

Mr. ANDREWS moved that the committee 
rise; Which motion prevailing— 

The committee rose and reported progress. 

And, at a late hour, the House adjourned. 

IN SENATE, 
Tuurspay, August 26, 1841. 

Mr. TAPPAN, frem the Committee on the Li- 
brary, reported the resvlution in relation to the dis- 
iribution of the printed returas of the sixth census, 
witb amendments. 

The fortification bill was taken up, and after a 
brief discussion in rejation to the amendments from 
ihe House, it was laid on the table, in order to take 
up the Jand bill. 

The bill for the distribution of the proceeds of 
the public lands was then taken up, the question 
being on its passage. 

Mr CUTHBERT, ina very successfal argument, 
displayed the tendency of the new policy in regard 
to disiributing the public domain to efface the divi- 
sion of power between the General and State Go- 
vernments. The idea that the habitual exercise of 
the taxing power by the General Government, for 
the purpose of enabling it to provide revenue for 
the States, must necessarily, however gradually, 
end in consolidation, was finely enforced. 

Mr. McROBERTS particularly addressed bim- 
self to explain the effeet of the bill on the new 
States, and with irresistible truth portrayed the 
inconsistency and unfairness: which had charac- 
terized the majority in relation to amendments 
(ffered to the bil}, and showed that the chairman, 
who also comes from a new State, had reversed 
his own course, and had sacrificed the rights and 
Interests which be should have. maintained, in 
the party measure which was committed to his 
charge. 

Mr. YOUNG took up in succession the flagrant 
instances of wrong to which the young and grow- 
ing West was subjected under the operation of! this 
bill, againstthe policy which the Mother of these 





| bill was behind, and could not brought on until 


States, Virginia, had inscribed in hef compact of 
cession and all her policy as a Srate. 
He showed that settlement of thé wild lands, 
and the introduction cf new members into the 
Confederacy, had been the Virginia policy from the 
beginning. The scheme of repressing settlement, 
and wringing money out cf the lands, instead of 
nurturing free men, had never before received the 
sanction of the statesmen of the O'd Dominion. He 
weighed each provision in the bill touchirg the 
great intere ts of the rising Sfates, contrasting them 
with past legislation—the most important of wach 
had been comprised in the rejected amendments. 

Mr. RIVES defended the new policy, which, 


| he insisted, was that of his State—which he en- 


deavored to make good by reference to certain ré- 
solutions, passed in one house of the State Le- 
gislature against graduation and cession. 

Mr. BENTON rose after Mr. Rives, and re- 
plied to him, and others who had supported the 
bill, ia a speech of two hours and a half, of which, 
in this brief analytical sketch, we can only give 
a few of the leading points and views. The first 
part of the reply gave rise to calls to order, in con- 
sequence of Mr. B. animadverting severely on the 
grounds on which Mr. R. bottomed his vote; and 
of which we defer any notice until the full report 
comes out. 

Mr. B. treated the till as a stockjobbing, and a 


| tariff bill, and readan article from Bennett's pa- 


per to show the exaltation with which the news of 
the first vote in favor of the bill had been received 
in Wail street, and the effect it immedia‘ely had 


| in raising the State stocks in their hands, which 


they had previously sunk toalow point. He al- 
so referred toa London publication for the same 


| purpose, and to the visit of two London capitalists 


to this capital at this extra sersion, all locking to 
this bill to raise the value of stocks in their hands. 
Mr. Bsaid these jebbers had first sank State stocks 
to a low point; and now we raise these stocks for their 
benefit; that it was the old soldier’s certiticate bu- 
siness which tcok place in Congress at the com- 
mencement of this Government, and which justly 
entailed so much disgrace upon the Congress of 
that day. 

Mr. B. said it was.a tariff bill in disguise, and 
entered into details to prove and establish it. He 
showed that its effect and vbject was to empty the 
Treasury by distributiof, to have a pretext for 
filling it by loans and taxes. A loan bili had 
passed, and a tax bill was to follow. The tea-tax 


this bill was passed. He said this bill was the 
pionecr to the new tariff bill which was to lay a 
duty on every comfort of life; and which woald 
prove to be the most odious and oppressive tariff 
bill which was ever passed. 

He said the bill was not merely a bill to divide 
land reveour, but custom-house revenue also; that 
it cut ai least one million of dollars per annum in'o 
the custom house duty,and this was done on purpose 
in the systematic rejection of all the amendmeats of- 
fered t: keep the hands of the distributees out of the 
custom-house. He stated these amendments which 
were thus rejected. First,the Indian annuities, 
payable annualiy, on aceount of the purchase of 
lands from them, and which amount to near §800,- 
000 perannum. Next, the amendment to make the 
future purchase of Indian lands, payable out of the 
land revenue defoie distributed. Thirdly, the 
amendments to postpone the commencement of the 
distribution until the Treasury was refunded the 
amounts paid heretofore to foreign nations and to 
Indian tribes for lands, and which amounts wete 
not yet refunded. All these motions were rejected, 
and only a few small heads of expense deducted, 
while these great items are to fal! upon the customs. 
Mr. B. insisted that the Indian annuities, and the 
new purchases of lands from Iadians would, toge- 
ther, be equal toa million of dollars per annum; 
and to that extent this bill was a fraud, violating 
its title and its professed object, and dividing cus- 
tom-house, instead of land office, revenue. 

Mr. B. said it'wasa party bill, proved to beso 
by those who ‘supported u, by the company which 
it kept, and by its effect on the Constitution and 
public morals. It was brought forward by Fede- 
ral genil-men, supported by those who go for a 





Nationa! Bank, for the new Joan bills and tar bills, 
for*the aboiition debt bill, called Bankrupt; and for 
all the measures which lead to a strong, a splendid, 
and a corrupt Government. This Distridution bill 
is supported by that party, with such measures; and 
is, therefore, purely and simply a party measure— 
a Federal party measure. 

Mr. B. showed that this bill, in its beginning, 
and when State Legislatures asked for it, and 
when gentemen advocated it, entirely rested Qpon 
the supposition of a surplus in the Treasury; and 
that, to be consistent with themselves, as well ag to 
do what was right in itself, they shoald now op- 
pose the bill: now, that so far from having a sur- 
plus, we have a ¢eficiency of revenu’; apd are 
borro ving and taxing comforts and necessaries. 
Mr. B. put it, emphateally, to gentlemen to say, if 
consistency with their former professions an< votes 
did not now require them to postpone this Dill to a 
season of ample or surplus revenue? 


Mr. B followed the bill through its practical 
operation, both in distributing money and in en- 


tailing new burthens on the people; and hére it is 
found almost impessible to abridge, or to analyze 
his argument. It was all documentary, and statia- 
tical, and led to results which were extremely im- 
pressive. As to the distribution, he said "hat would 
be small in amount, very little compared to what 
was exp°cted, ani that litte would not go to the 
people, but to banks, companies, speculators, and 
large objec's of expenditure, in which the bedy of 
the people had no concern, and which might bring 
upen them a fresh imposition of taxes. us ihe 
body of the people would get nothing by distribu- 
tion. Not so with respect to new taxes to be laid 
to supp!y the place of the distributed money. , The 
new tax bill, now on the table, is to raise ten or 
twelve millions for the Treasury, but that will cost 
eighteen or twenty to the people. This eighteen or 
twenty millions will be levied on articles of comfort 
and necessity, now free of duty, or subject to a small 
duty, or intended to be made free by the Demo- 
cracvy. Among these articles Mr. B. enu- 
merated a few, such as tea, coffee, spices, molas- 
ses, common blankets, sal!, &c. and exhibited two 
tables which were no less striking for their results 
than their details. The first showed that the amount 
of free goods brought into the country dufitg the 
last year of Mr. Van Baren’s administratidn was 
SEVENTY-SIX mi'lions of ‘dollars, and the 
amount of goo:!< paying less than TWENTY per 
eentom was FOURTEEN millions of dollars, 
making NINETY millions of goods either free, or 
paying from FIVE to FIFTEEN per centam, 
brought into the country in the concluding year of 
the Democratic Administration. The benefit ‘of 
this to individuals, and to commerce, agricultire, 
and domestic manufactures, Mr. B. displayed" by 
examining the details of the tables, stating the Ur- 
ticles, and their amounts, which they contained, 
the importanee of these articlés to the body of the 
people, the universality of their use, their ps in 
manufactures, and their effect in promoting foreign 
commerce, and consequently our national agrieul- 
ture. These details were very impressive; and Mr. 
B. showed theeffect of these free importatiens Of the 
city of New Orleans, which was becontfiig ‘a 
great commerc’al emporium, to the benefit of’ the 
whole West, and this by the influx of free goods, 
or goods nearly free, and by the absence of a Na- 
tional Bank to contro! her markets: No’ justi¢e 
can be done to this part of Mr. B’s speech in this 
brief sketch: the fullreport, the tables in detail, 
and the display of the practical wérkings of the dis- 
tribution scheme and the new tax bill, can alone 
do justice to it. The péople of the United States 
will read them with astonishment, and see the téal 
burdefis they impose up¢n themselves ia the illu. 
sive pursuit after distribution. 

Mr. B. showed the uanconsti'utionality of this 
distribation, and illusive nature of the arguments 
used for it. Aillarned upon thé authority “to dis. 
pose of the etritory” of the United States; but the 
same clause gave the same power to dispose of 
“theether property of the United Srates;” and if you 
can divide land, every thing may be divided out— 
ships, torts, munitions of war, this Capitol, the 
President's Hioase; 2!l the public buildings; and 
every thing. We may bay up and divide all the 
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property in the country. The authority to dispose 
ef lands is under the constitutional limisation 
which applies to levying taxes, laying duties, and 
borrowing money: all for the benefit uf the Union, 
in its united, Federal capaci'v, and for the objects 
and purposes named in the Constitution. 

Mr. B. spoke of the compscts—and here we can- 
not pretend “to follow his argument . He showed 
that this bil! violated the compacts with the new 
States—those compacts by which the new States 
bound themselves not to tax the United States 
Jands, or to interfere with the primary disposal of 
the soil. He showed these compacts to be violated 
—to be torn up and thrown away by the Federal 
Government—and the new Siates lefi to act as they 
thought proper. He did not indicate that course, 
but he brought it impressively to the view of the Se- 
nate thatthe compacts would be abolished by the bill 
—tbat the Union ceased to be the owner of the lands; 
the States separately became their owner; the re'/a- 
lesion of the new States to the Federal Government 
was changed; a new and fatal policy would be jol- 
lowed; the people of the new States became the 
slaves of the old States separately, instead of being 
the citizens of the Union; and their new masters 
would substiiute a base and grinding avarice in all 
their Jegisiation over the lands, for the liberal and 
patriotic policy which the Union, as a parent, 
‘would show to its children of the new Slates. 

Mr. B. traced the whole legislation ot Congress 
on this land distribution scheme from 1832, when 
Mr. Tyler acted with him against it; and showed 
from the votes and speeches of that day, especially 
Mr. Cray’s, that this bill, as it now stands, ought 
to be rejected, both for unconstitutionality and in- 
expediency in the present state of the Treasury. 

Mr. B. produced Mr. H. Cray's graduation 
clause ard pre-emption in his jand bill two years 
ego, and required a vote upon it; which was after- 
wards had; and Mr. Cray, and all his friends, vo- 
ted against the identical graduation clause, word 
for word, which he himself brought in at the ses- 
sion before the last ! 


The concluding part of Mr. B’s speech we 
feel the utmost delicacy in atiempting to sketch, 
but we shall take care thatit shal! not contain 
material error. It related to the President—his 
peceliar condition—and the duty of the Democra- 
cy towards him. He considered the President 
threatened with expulsion from office by the Bank 
party, for the independent exercise of his constitu- 
tienal duty. The party which brought him into 
power, was now against him! Unless he is sup- 
ported by the Democracy, he mus! be overpowered 
and driven from office. In thes® circumsiances 
Mr. B. felt his own course to be clear, and believed 
that the whole Democracy would ieel equally 
clear: they would support their Government in 
the person of their Chief Magistrate! Taey would 
sustain him in the independent exercise of his da- 
ties! They would not suffer the Presidentia 
Office to be destroyed by the Bank party! re 
said he had not been to see the Presiden’ for a 
long time, but that was nothing. Hew. ooking 
at him, and would act by himas he ae cd by the 
Constirotion and the country. He would stand 
by him when he stood by them. He neither gave 
him nor sent him advice. But, from his place in 
the Senate, he would say to him, Do right, and fear 
not! Do your duty according to the best lights of 
conscience and judgment. You may lose the friend- 
ship of politicians, but you will gain the support 
of the myriads of disinterested patriots who love 
their country—who go for their country—and who 
sustain the man that stands by his country. A few 
more vetoes, and you will electrify a continent! The 
Democracy will carry you through your four 
years. They will neither play false nor foul wit) 
you. You will have a fair support—be saved from 
expulsion—carried honorably through your four 
years. Beyond that he would say nothing—would 
say nothing beyond the four years’ fair support. 


At the conclusion of his remarks, Mr. B. moved 
to recommit the bill with instructions to strike out 
that part of it relating to pre-emption, and insert 
the graduation and pre-emption bill proposed 
by Mr. Cray of Kentucky two years since. 
This motion was rejected—ayes 22, noes 29, as 
follows: 
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YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Calhoun, Clay 
of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Linn, Me- 
Roberts, Mouton, Nicholson, Pierce, Sevier, Smith 
of Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappav, Walker. Wil- 
liams, Woodbridge, Woodbury, Wright and Young 
—22. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bay- 
ard, Berrien, Buchanan, Choaitr, Clay of Ken- 
tucky, Clayton, Dixon,Evans, Graham, Hender- 
son, Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, 
Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, 
Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Southard, Tallmadge, 
and White—Q9. 

The question was then taken on the passage of 
the bill, and decided in the affirmative—ayes 28, 

-noes 23, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, 
Berrien, Choate, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, 
Dixon, Evans, Graham, Henderson, Huntington, 
Kerr, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, 
Porter, Prentiss, Rives, Simmons, S:nith ef Indi- 
ana. Southard, Tallmadge, White and Woodbridge 
—28. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, King, 
Linn, McRoberts, Mouton, Nicholson, Pierce, 
Preston, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Sturgeon, 
Tappan, Walker, Williams, Woodbury, Wright 
and Young—23. 

And then the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Taorspay, August 27, 1841. 

The journal of yesterday was read and appro- 
ved. 

Mr. AARON V. BROWN asked the House to 
excuse him from further service as a member of 
the Committee on Elections. 

Mr. B. said that he was the last of those who 
had served upon thatcommittee during the last 
Congress; and every body knows how labo- 
rious were the duties which had been performed 
b 





it. 
Mr. WARREN and Mr. ARNOLD made a 
remark, understood to be in objection, but the Re- 
porter could not hear what it was. 

The motion wasthen put,and Mr. B. was ex- 
cused. 


* Mr. BRIGGS offered the following resolution: 


Resolved, That at 12-o0’clgck M. this day, all debate in 


Committee of the Whole on the bill (No. 30) to make appre- 
priations for the Post Office Department shall cease, and the 
committee shall then proceed to vote on the amendments then 
pending, or that may be offered to said bill; and the same shall 
then be reported w the House, with such amendments as may 
have been agrecd to by the committee: Provided, That 
nothing in this resolution shall prevent the committee from 
reporting the bill to the House at an earlier hour ifshall think 


t. 

Mr. ANDREWS of Kentucky, inquired if that 
was a privileged question? 

The SPEAKER replied that it was. 

Mr. ANDREWS of Kentucky, moved to 
amend the resolution by inserting ‘12 o’clock 
next Monday” instead of this day. 

On which motion Mr. A. asked the yeas and 
nays; which were refused. 

Mr. LINN moved a cali of the House. 

Mr. YORKE asked the yeas and nays on that 
motion; which were ordered, and, being taken, 
were—yeas 79, nays 46. 

So the call was ordered. 

And the Clerk having called the roll, 150 mem- 
bers answered to their names. 

And, on motion of Mr. LINN, all further pro- 
ceedings in the call were suspended. 

The question recurring on the amendment of Mr. 
AnDREWs— 

Mr. WARREN moved the previous question. 

And there was a second. 

And the main question (being first on the amend- 
ment) was ordered, and, being taken, was decided 
in the negative. 

bo the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. ANDREWSof Kentucky then moved to lay 
the resolution on the table, and asked the yeas and 
nays on that moiion; which were ordered, and, be- 
ing taken, were—yeas 62, nays 96. 

So the resolution was.mot laid on the table. 

And the question recurring on the adoption of 
the resolution— 


Mr. ANDREWS of Kentucky asked the yeas 


\ 





and nays; which were ordered, and, being taken, 
resulted as follows: 

YEAS—Mesers. J. Sherlock Andrews, Arnold, Aycrigg 
Babcock, Barnard, Birdseye, Black, Blair, Boardman, Borden. 
Rous, Briggs, Brockway, Bronson, Milton Brown, Burwell, 
William Buer, thomas J. Campbell, Caruthers, Chiitenden 
John C. Clark, Staley N. Clarke, Cowen, Cranston, Cravens, 
Win. C. Dawson, John Edwards, Everett, Fillmore, A. Law. 
rence Foster, Gamble, Gentry, Goggin, P. G. Goode, Graham 
Green, Greig, Habersham, Hall, Halsted, W. S. Hastings, 
Henry, Howard, Hudson, James Irvin, William W. Irwin, 
James, John P. Kennedy, Lane, Lawrence, Linn, Samson 
Mason, Mathiot, Mattocks, Maxwell, Maynard, Moore, Morgan 
Morrow, Osborne, Owsley, Powell, Ramsey, B. Randall’ 
Alexander Randall, Randviph, Rencher, Ridgway, Ruse!) 
Saltonstall, Shepperd, Simonton, Slade, Smith, Stratton, Alex. 
H. H. Stuart, John T. Stuart, Summers, Taliaferro, J. B. 
Thompson, R. W. Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Tomlinson, 
Triplett, Trumbull, Underwood, Wallace, Warren, Washing. 
ton, Joseph L. White, Thomas W. Williams, Lewis Wi 
liams, C. H. Williams, Winthrop, Yorke, A. Young, John 
Young—98. 

NAYS—Measrs. Adams, Landaff W. Andrews, Arrington, 
Atherton, Beeson, Bidiack, Bowne, Boyd, Aaron V. Brown, 
William O. Butler, J. Campbell, William B. Campbell, Clif- 
ford, Clinton, Cross, Cushing, Daniel, R. D. Davis, Dean, 
Doan, Doig, Eastman, J. C. Edwards, Ferris, J. G. Floyd, 
C. A. Floyd, Fornance, Gerry, William O. Goode, Gordon, 
Gustine, Harris, John Hastings, Hays, Houck, Houston, Hun- 
ter, Ingersoll, Jack, Cave Johnson, Keim, Andrew Kennedy, 
Littlefield, A. McClellan, McKay, Mallory, Marchand, JohnT. 
Mason, Miller, Parmenter, Payne, Plumer, Reding, Reynolds, 
Reosevelt, Sanford, Saunders, Shaw, Snyder, Steenrod, Sum. 
ter, Sweney, Van Buren, Watterson, Westbrook, and Wood 


So the resolution was adopted. 

POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT. 

On motion of Mr. BRIGGS, the House resolved 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, (Mr. Evererr of Vermont in the 
chair,) and resumed the consi‘eration of the bill 
making appropriations for the Post Office Depart- 
ment. 

The pending question being on the following 
amendment, heretofore offered by Mr. Giumegr: 


“Provided, That the money hereby appropriated shall be 
accounted for by the Post Office Department hereafier, when 
the condition of its funds shall permit, ani! be refunded into the 
Treasury, or deducted from any sums which the Post Office 
Department may heretofore have paid into the Treasury.” 


Mr. ANDREWS of Kentucky was enutled to 
the floor, which, however, he yielded for purposes 
of explanation to— 

Mr. BOTTS, who said that he would occupy 
the attention of the committee only a few mi- 
nutes. 

It might be expected, after the remarks made by 
the gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr. Cosnine] 
yesterday, that he (Mr. B.) should offer some ob- 
servations upon the question which occupied the 
lime of the committee, not upon the bill under con- 
sideration, but upon the question which occupied 
the attention of the committee. 

The gentleman had accorded to him what he 
(Mr. B.) cheertully conceded to that gentleman, 
the right to think for himse!f, and to speak for him- 
self. ‘hey differed very materially in their views 
as to the course of the President of the United 
States on the subject referred to, and as to the re- 
sults of those views. That, however, was a mat- 
ter of opinion, of judgment, and he (Mr. B.) had 
no disposition to interfere with that gentleman’s 
Opinion, or with the expression ef it; nor did he 
(Mr. B.) mean to have his opinions or his judg- 
ment, or the expression of those opinions arrested, 
(or arraigned here, he thankea the gentleman for 
the word,) so long as he was a Representative 
from the State of Virginia. 

The gentleman had not invited, but had chal- 
lenged an argument on this subject. He (Mr. B.) 
took the gentleman at his word—he accepted the 
challenge, but not at this moment. Yesterday he 
had said that the time had not yet arrived for it; 
but the time would come, and when it did, if he 
should be fortunate enough to be in his place, (for 
he was compelled by business which could not be 
delayed or postponed, to leave in a day or two for 
New York, but he should make great efforts to be 


| here when the second veto came,) he would accept 


the gentieman’s challenge, and go into the argu- 
ment; and he would undertake to show that if the 
gentleman himself had not changed his opinions, 
he at least was not supporting those principles 
which he (Mr. B.) understood the gentleman to 
have supported, if he supported the principles 
of the veto message. He (Mr. B) would un- 
dertake to show that “Tyler too,” on which the 
gentleman had yesterday laid so much emphasis, 
was not one of those principles. He (Mr. B.) 
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found no such appendix to “‘Cushing’s Life of Har- 
rison.” 

Mr. B. had nothing more to say on this subject 
at the present time, reserv.ng himself for the se- 
cond veto when it came. 

He desired, before he took his seat, to correct 
the report (in the Intelligencer) of yesterday’s pro- 
ceedings as far as he was concerned; and he took 
pleasure in acquitting the Reporters of ali blame 
for the inaccuracy. It is natura! that mistakes 
should be made, and he had been surprised at the 
general correctness of their reports, running 
through the proceedings of a whole day. 

But he had said nothing yesterday, in reply to the 

nileman from North Carolina, about scoring— 
he had applied no such epithet to the gentleman, 
as that he scored others or himself deserved scor- 
ing. What he said was, that it was the privilege 
of little men to scold, and the gentleman from 
North Carolina never failed to avail himself of the 
opportunity of scolding, and it seemed to matter 
little with him whether he scolded friend or foe. 

When he (Mr. B.) took the floor yesterday, as 
must have been observed by the House, he was 
surrounded by his friends, who begged him not to 
say any thing harsh or cffensive in reply to the 
gratuitous, and, as he thought, unkind reference 
that had been made by his friend from North 
Carolina [Mr. Stanty] toa private letter which 
had been purloined for the press. 

He (Mr. B ) resolved that he would not permit 
any hasty expression that fell froma friend, with 
whom (as he was absent) he would say, he had 
formed not only an intimate friendship from ten 
month>’ residence in the same house, but whom he 
recognised as an honorable, high minded, intelli- 
gent gentleman, thouzh exceedingly excitable and 
waspish, as the House knew—particularly when 
he knew that he had no purpose to give offence. 

But there was another partof that report Mr. 
B. desired to correct. He observed by the mern- 
ing paper that the gentleman from North Carvlina 
was reported as saying what he had not understood 
him tu say on yesterday—though he might have 
said it. 

He says: ‘He has not heard of one solitary 
Whig, in this House or out of it, who did not con- 
demon the whole spirit of that letter.” 

Mr. B. did not know by what authority that 
gentleman undertook to speak thus broadly for the 
whole party. His impres:ion was a different one; 
he had heard many express regret that the letter 
was published, as he should himself regret, except 
that it was published by Mr. Ty'er or his friends. 
On the contrary, he knew of no Whig in thre House 
who did not concur in the sentiment therein ex- 
pressed about “heading” the President, in the sense 
in which it is used—that is to say: to obtain the 
signature of the President to a bank bill, in order 
to cut off any connection formed or contemplated 
with the opposi'e party—either by his signature to 
the bill that had passed this House, or his own bill, 
which he had proposed by way of heading him. 

If there was a member of the party who did not 
desire to obiain such a signature, he hoped he 
woald now rise and state it, and he would give 
way for the putpose. That, as he had said on 
yesterday, and as was known to the whole party, 
was his mo'e of “theading’”’— hough great wi'ling- 
ness had been manifested to make capital out of it. 


Mr. B. concluded with an appeal to the com- 
mittee to postpone any further debate on political 
matters; that they would return to the subject- 
matter under consideration, and pass the bill 
promptly. It was due to the credit of the Govern 
ment, as well as to its suffering creditors, that this 
should be done. The bill was a proper one, and 
he should vote for it. 


Mr. ANDREWS of [Kentucky then took the 
floor. He said that, when he had risen to address 
the commit.ee yesterday, it was witha view, it 
possible, of calling back its attention to the sub- 
ject before it. He bad made an effort to do this 
some hours before hz had obiained the floor, by cal!- 
ing the gentieman from Massachusetis [Mr. 
Cusninc] to order; with what saccess the commit- 
tee would not iuave forgotten. He trusted that 
hereafter the attention of the committee would 
be confined to the subject under consideration. So 
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far he had heard no discussion on this bill which 
was in order. The honor of the Government and 
the just claims of those who had rendered services 
to it, for wh.ch they were yet unpaid, required 
prompt action on this bill. Out of asum et four 
hundred dollars due to one of his constituents for 
the service of two years and a half, only seventy- 
nine dollars and seventy-six cents had been paid— 
and that a draft on a postmaster who had defaulted 
and run away, as the records of the Department 
would show. The individual having this claim 
was an humble, poor man, who carried@he mai! 
over a mountain county, on a little pony, and 
who had received in return for bis labors only the 
draft alluded to on a postmaster, who neither 
was himself, or had sureties who were ever, worth 
a red cent. 

Who owed this money, Mr. A.cared not. It was 
the duly of Congress to provide for the payment of 
honest claims upon th@Government—and he ap- 
pealed to the members of this House, as honest 
men, to come forward and do so—whether 
they were Loco Focos,Abs'ractionists, or Whigs. Li 
was their duty as honest men to provide the means 
fer paymen’. He cared not, on the one hand, by 
what subterfuge payment was withheld, it was 
not hones'; and, on the other, h» cared not by 
what means, whether by loan or otherwise, or 
from what department of the Government the mo- 
ney was paid; all he wished was, that it should be 
provided in some way or other, and that withou 
further delay. 

Mr. WATTERSON stated that he voted for 
electors in 1836, who supported John Tyler for 
Vice President. During the last Presidential con- 
test, not a word had ever fallen from his lips, de. o- 
gatory to the personal or politica! character of Mr. 
Tyler. He regarded him as a States Rights Re- 
pudlican in feeling and in principle, and was as- 
tonished to find him in such company as the party 
who nominated and supported him. In Mr, W.?s 
late canvass for Congress, he had repeatedly read 
the opinions of Mr. Tyler from the stump, on all 
the great leading questions of the day, such as a 
Bank, Internal Improvements, the Tariff. &c. and 
declared to his constituents, that if he (Mr. T.) 
would stand up to his old principles, he would sup 
port his Administration with great pleasure. Most 
happy would he be to have it in his power to do 
so. The Democratic motto was “principies not 
men.” If Mr. Tyler’s Administration should be 
Republican, (and his Jate veto is a most favorable 
indication that it would be,) he would be sustain- 
ed, gloriously and triumphantly sustained, by the 
Demcecracy of the whole Union. 

Mr. ANDREWS of Kentucky called Mr. W. to 
order for irrelevancy in debate. 

Tre CHAIRMAN decided Mr. W. to be in 
order. 

Mr. ANDREWS appealed {rom the decision of 
the Chair. 

And on the question .“Shall the decision of the 
Chair stand as the jadgment of the commit ee?” the 
vote stood—ayes 62, noes 51. 

Bat no quoram voted 

Mr. ANDREWS asked that that fact might be 
reported to the Honse. 

And the commitiee having risen, the Chairman 
reported the fact that the committee found itself 
without a quorum. 

Mr. BOARDMAN moved a call of the Flonuse. 

Some co:.versatin foilowed; when the Speaker 


having asceriained the fact that a quoram was pre- 
sent— 
The Chairman resume: his seat in Committee of 


the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr WATTERSON resumed his remarks, and 
continued until cut off by the arrival of the hour 
of twelve. 

At which hour, the committee, in pursuance of 
the order of the House of this day, preceeded 
without further debate to vo'e on the amendments 
pending or that might be offered 

And the question being on agreeing to the amend- 
ment of Mr. Gitmer, in ihe following words: 

“ Provided, That the money hereby appropriated shall be 
accounted for by the Post Office Department hereafter, when 
the condition of its funds sha'l permit, and be refunded into 
the Treasury, or deducted from any sums which the Post 
Office Department may heretofore have paid into the Trea- 
sury.” 
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Mr. McKAY moved to amend the amendment 
of Mr. Gitmes, by striking out the latte: part thegp- 
of, in the following words: 7 

“Or de fucted from any sume which the Post Olfice Depart- 
ment may heretofore hive paid into the Treasury.” 

The question being taken, the vore slood—Ayes 
75, noes 75; a te. 

The Chairman then voted in the negative ,and 
the vote stood—Ayes 75, noes 76. 

So the amendment to the amendment was re- 
jected. 

And the question recurring on the amendment 
of Mr. Gitmer, it was decided in the affirmative— 
Ayes 107, noes not counted. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of South Carolina, moved to 
amend the bi!l by reducing the amount appropriated 
from $497,650 to the sum of $347,000, and stated 
ihat that was the amount that was really due. 

Which amendment, by ayes 72, noes 79, was re 
jected. 

Mr. McKAY then moved to strike out all after 
the enacting clause of the bill, and insert the fol- 
lowing: 


“That the President of the United States be, and he is hereby, 
authorized, in case it is necessary to enable the Post Office De- 





partment to meet its present engagements and pay its debts, te 
cause @ sum hotexceeding three hundred and forty-seven thou- 
sand dollars of ie money which may be borrowed in execu- 
tion of the act entitled ‘An act authoriging aloan not exceed- 
ing the sum of twelve mililous of dollars, approved July 2let, 
LS41, to be appiied to the use of such Department for the pur 
poses aforesaid, and to be reimbursable out of the accruing 
tunds of the Department; the said money to be accounted for 
in the manner prescribed in the second section of the ‘act 
change the organizauion of the Post Otfice Department, and te 


provide more eflectuaily for the settlement of the accounts 
thereof “passed July 2, 1836.” 

Which ameadment, by ayes 60, noes 88, was 
rejected. 

On motion of Mr. BRIGGS, the committee 
then rose, and reporied the bill with the amend- 
ment to the House. 

And the question being on concurring with the 
committee in its amendment, and ordering the bill 
to be engrossed for a third reading, 

Mr. BKIGGS moved the previous question. 

And there was a second, 

Mr. J. THOMPSON MASON asked the yeas 
and nays on ordering the main question; which 
were refused. 

And the main question was ordered to be taken. 

And on the main question (being first on con- 
curring wiih the committee in its amendment,) 

Mr. CAMPBELL of South Carolina asked the 
yeas and nays; which were ordered, 

Mr. ©. remarked that existing laws required 
that any surplus in the Post Office Depariment 
should be patd into the Treasury; therefore the 
amendment offered by the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia [Mr. Gitmer) was unnecessary. 

‘The yeas and nays were ordered, and, being ta- 
ken, were as follows: 

YEAS—Messre. Allen, Arnold, Arrington, Atherton, Bab- 
cock, Baker, Banks, Barton, Beeson, Bidlack, Boardman, 
Borden, Bous, Bowne, Beyd, Briggs, Bronson, A. V. Brown, 
M. Brown, ©. Brown, William Bauer, William O. Buder, Thos. 
J. Campbell, Childs, Cniuenden, J. C. Clark, 8. N. Clarke, 
Clifford, Clinton, Coles, Cowen, Daniel, Richard ». Davis, 
Dean, Doan, Doig, Eastman, Egbert, Everett, Ferris, Fillmore, 
Johan G Fioyd, Charles A. Floyd, Gamble, Gentry, Gerry, 
Gilmer, Goggin, P. G. Goode, Graham, Green, Greig, Gustine, 
Hall, Harris, W.38. Hastings, John Llasunge, Hays, Holmes, 
Houck, Houston, Howard, Hubbard, Hudson, Munter, Jas. 
Irvio, William W. Irwin, Jack, A. Kennedy, Lawrence, Liule- 
field, Abraham McUlellian, Robert McCielian, Mallory, Mar- 
chand, 8. Mason, T. J. Mason, M.tuot, Mathews, Mattocks, 
Moore, Morgan, Morris, Morsow, Newhard, Osborne, Owsley, 
Parmenter, Payne, Powell, Ramsey, Keding, Rencher, Rey- 
nolds, Ridgway, Roosevelt, Russell, Sanford, Shaw, Shepperd, 
Simonton, Slade, Smith, Steenrod, Stokeley, Strattion, A. HL 
H. Stuart, John T. Stuart, Summers, Sumter, Sweney, Tom- 
linson, Turney, Underwood, Van Buren, Wallace, Watterson, 
Westbrook, T. W. Wiliams, Lewis Williams, aod Christopher 
H. Williams—121, 

NAYS—Messis Adams, L. W. Andrews, 8. J. Andrews, 
Aycrigg, Barnard, Birdseye, Biack, John Campbell, Caru- 
thers, Cranston, Cravens, Crogs, William C. Dawson, Deberry, 
John Edwards, 4. L. Foster, Gordon, Habersham, Helsted, 
Ingersoll, James, Keim, J. P. Kennedy, King, Lane, Linn, Maz- 
well, Maynard Pinmer, Benjamin Randall, Saltonstall, Snyder, 
Taliaferro, J. B. Thompson, Richard W. Thom Tilling- 
hast, Toland, Triplett, Trumbull, Washington, E. D. Whi 
J. L.White, J. L. Williams, Winthrop, Yorke, A. Young, 
Joha Young—47. : 

So the amendment was concurred in, 

And the biil was o.dered to a third reading row. 

And having been read a third time, and the 
question being “Shall the bill pass?” 

Mr. ‘;S YDER having called for the yeas and 
nays, it was decided im the affirmative—yeas 127, 
nays 48, 
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FUN’ RAL EXPENSES OF THE LATE PRESIDENT. 

On motion of Mr. BOTTS, tre Hvuse resolved 
itseff dnto Committce of the Whole on the s‘a’e 
of the Union, (Mr. Ranpoien of New Jersey in 


the chair,) and,afier some sirugg'e for priority of 


butivess, the commitiee took up the bill making 
appropriations for the funeral expenses of the late 

resident of the United States, (Gen. William H. 
Harrison.) 

Aod the till having been read through— 

Mr. BOTTS explained the grounds of the bill. 
The Marshal of the District bad, by order of the 
Secretary of Siate, provided all things necessary 
to the funeral ceremoniesof the late lamented Pre- 
sident. The accounts having been presented, the 
Secretary directed them to be laid before Con- 
gress: they had been referred to the Committee 
of Ways and Means, and the present bill was re- 
ported by order of that committee. The accounts 
had ali been printed. Mr. B. considered them all 
as very extravagant: but the bill did not direct they 
should be paid until they had been duly audited. 
The total amount was a liltle over $3,000. 

The explanation having been made, the com- 
mittee, on motion of Mr. Borrs, rose and reported 
the bill to the House, where it underwent some 
sligit discussion. An effort was made to postpone 
its farther consideration to Monday nexi; which 
did not succeed, : 

A: motion was made to submit the accounts to 
be audited hy the Marshal; but it was rejected by 
yeasand. nays as follows: yeas 60, nays 94. 

When after a desultory conversation, it was 
agféed, on motion of Mr. BOARDMAN of Con- 
neeticul,to adopta substitute for the bill, which 
submitied the accounts to be audited and paid by 
the proper accounting officers of the Treasury. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD opposed the bill. 

And was answered by Mr. POPE, 

When Mr. BOTTS moved the previous ques- 
tion; which having. been seconded, put, and car- 
ried, the bill was ordered to its engrossment, read 
a third time by its tle, and passed—yeas 1238, 
nays 23. 

The House, then, on motion of Mr. GILMER, 
went into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, (Mr. Ranpotru of New Jersey in the 
chair,)and took up the bill in relation to placing 
the statue of Washington in the Rotundo of the 
Capitol. 

‘The bill having been read— 

Mr. GILMER went into a full explanation of 
the grounds of the bili, quoting from the documents 
in support of the several items of appropriation 
contained in it; wnich were: 1. For the preparation 
and execulion of the work. 2. For freight. And 
3. For the removal of tbe statue from the navy 
yard, and i's erection in the Rotundo. 

The bill underwent several amendments as to 
the sums appropriated, on account of demurraze 
of the vessel, &c. also for an iron railing to sur- 
round the statue when erected in the Rotundo 

Mr. GRAHAM of North Carolina moved an 
amendment the effect of which would be to rescind 
a former resolution which had required the statue 
to be erected in ihe centre of the Rotunde, and per- 
mitting it to be placed in such other part of that 
apartment as might be directed by the Secretary of 
the Navy. Mr. Greenough, the sculptor, in a 
letier. to a committee of Congress, had suggested 
thatbe. centre would not be the proper place for 
his werk, because the light would there fall verti- 
cally upon it, and that a better position for the 
statue would be midway between the centre and 
the door leading to the Library; a:d ihe amend 
ment left that point discreiionary with the S-cre- 
tary. 

Mr. HOLMES opposed the amendment, on the 
ground ibat any other location of the States than 
the centre of the Rotundo would desir y the s)m- 
metry. of that magnificent saloon, and more than 
counterbalance any disadvaniage from the dine- 
tion of the rays of light. 


Mr. ADAMS sai he had formerly concurred in 
this opinion, and had expressed it to the House a 
few days since, when the bill was up. Bat, on fur. 
ther examination, he had ascertained that there 
was a drip from the leakage of ihe glass Jantern 


over the centre of the dome of the Rotudo, which 





would threaten the injury, if net evcniua! destruc- 
tion, of the statue, if placed under it, and be was, 
therefore, inducee to yield the argument derived 
from the symmetry of the apartment. 

Mr. KEIM suggested a difficulty az to the man- 
ner in which the floor had been strengthend by 
arches over the crypt below, (originally intended 
for the reception of Gen. Washington’s remains;) 
should the immense weight of the statue (not !ess 
than 20 tons) be placed at any other point, the 
floor might prove insufficient to sustain it. 

To thig it was replied that there were other 
arches beneath the floor, which would be quite suf- 
ficient to endure the weight. 

The amendment was finally agreed to. 

Whereupon, in the midst of sundry suggestions 
to take up bills, and general cries of ‘*‘ No, no; let 
us rise,” the committee rose, and reported the bill 
to the House. 

In the House it forthwitheeceived its third read- 
ing, and was passed. 

And then the House adjourned. 





IN SENATE. 
Fripay, August 27, 1841]. 

The bill from the Houze of Representatives 
making appropriations to defray the expenses of 
the funeral of the late General Harrison, was read 
a first and second time by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

The bill making an appropriation for the Post 
Office Department was read a first and second time 
by its title, and referred to the ‘Sommittee on the 
Post Office and Post Raads. 

The joint resolation for the distribution of the 
copies of the sixth census was taken up, and the 
amendment of the House concurred in. 

The bill relating to duties and drawbacks, 
was announced by the Crair as the general order. 

-Mr. CLAY sa:d he did not expect that bill to 
be taken up to-day. Nevertheless, he was ready 
to go on with it. The amendments were unim- 
portant in themselves, and not likely to excite de- 
bate. They might at least read the bill, and go 
through. with the amendments, until the time 
which was set apart for going into Executive 
session. 

Mr. CALHOUN thovght the bill had better be 
put off until Monday. They had been much wea- 


tance, and really had not had time to examine 
properly the amendments, 

Mr. CLAY said the effect of the amendment 
would be to subject “gold and silver, and other 
watches, and parts of wa:ches; gold and silver lace 
embroidery; laces of silk, (bread, or eo'ton; and all 
articles composed wholly or chiefly of gold and sil- 
ver; gems and precious stones, and pearls of a!l 
kinds, when se'; jewellery, inclading paste,” toa 
duty of 20 per cen'. Some had proposed that the 
daty should be left where it was, at 124 per cent. 
while others thought that only a trifl.ng duty should 
be imposed, because the e articles might easily be 
smvggied, and thus the duty be evaded. On the 
whole, the committee had come to the concinsion 
that, as these were articles of luxury and of a cost- 
ly kind, political as well as economical! considera- 
tions, recommended that thev should be subjected 
to the contemplated duty «of 20 per cent. 

Mr. WRIGHT said the effect of this amendment 
would be to subject these ariicles to a duty of 20 
per ceat. Now, the representations he had from 
large importers and dealers showed that the reve- 
nue world be lessened, instead of increased, from 
the imp sition of any such duty. They say thet 20 
per cent. woul! give less daty than 12, and that 12 
would give less than a day of 5 percent. and they 
put it on the ground thatarticles of great valne and 
litle bulk would be smuggied with such facility as 
to avoid the duty. The evil would be to esta- 
blish a system of swindling, Which would destroy 
the trade of those who tad too much principle to 
recort to smuggling. And, ina financial point of 
view, he submitted whether it wou'd aot be better 
to leave the bill as it was, 

Mr. CLAY would say but a word or two, and 
then leave the Senate to deal with the amendment 
as it pleased. He had been waited en by a com- 


mittee of very intelligent persons, representing that 


ried of Jate with business of great public impor- 





particular interest, who had urged upon him the . 


imposition of adaty of 20 percent. He told thoxe 
gentlemen they would be cheated, and the revenue 
cheated, by the efforts that would be made to 
smuggle those articles in to avoid so high a duty, 
Toney answered that they knew there was smug- 
gling, but they also knew all the importers of those 
articles, and they meant to establish a system that 
would guard against smuggling by bringing the 
perpetrators to punishment. The committee con- 
sidered there would be very little done in that busi- 
ness any how; and as they were arilicles of luxu- 
ry, they thought it betier to prevent any dissatis- 
faction which might arise from placing a less 
amount of duty on these articles than on necessa- 
ries. In a matter like this, general satisfaciion was 
worth the less of alittle revenue. For the sake 
then of their friends in Pennsylvania or elsewhere, 
and in deference to that feeling, he would like the 
amendment to be retained. He would ask the 
yeas and nays on the proposition. 

Mr. CALHOUN thought the subject had better 
lie over. Senators had not an opportunity of exa- 
mining the amendments; indeed, few had even the 
bill before them, not expecting it tocome up. He 
agreed with the Senator from Kentucky that it 
was important to give satisfaction, but the best way 
was to do what was right and proper; and he al- 
ways found that, in the end, it satisfied more per. 
sons than they woul! by looking abou: and around 
to see what particular interest could be concili- 
ated. Whatever touched the revenue touched the 
pockets of the people, and should be looked to 
with great caution. Wothing, in his opinion, was 
so preposterous as to expec',by a high duty on these 
articles, to increase the revenue. If the duty was 
placed at 20 per cent. it would be impossible to 
prevent smug? ling. The articles in question would 
not bear any such duty; indeed, if they were re. 
duced to 5 per cent. more revenue would be real- 
ized. He really hoped the Senator would let the 
matter lie over until to-morrow or Monday. 

Mr. CLAY said he always found, when there 
was a journey to, be performed, thatit was as 
well to make the start; if they only got five or 
six miles on the way, it was so much gained at 


least. 

Mr CALHOUN. We ought to have had some 
notice. 

Mr. CLAY. I give you notice now. Start ! 
start! The amendment was very simple, and 
easily;understood. It was neither more nor less 
than to exempt the articles named from the list of 
exceptions in the bill, by which they would be sub- 
jected toa duty of 20 per cent. Those who 
agreed to it could say ‘“fay,”? and those who did 
not “no;” and that was allhe should say on the 
subject. 

Mr. SMITH of Connecticut would vote against 
the amendment, on the ground that an increase of 
duty on those articles would lessen the revenue. 
He thought the bill better as it stood. 

Mr. NICHOLSON explained his views jat some 
length in favor of the amendment. 

Mr. WOODBURY was of opinion that a!l daty 
above ten per cent. would act asa premium to 
smuggling. Mr. W. pointed to silks and laces, 
which were as easily smuggled alm 2st as those 
articles. 

Mr. ALLEN of Ohio said: I am opposed to this 
bili in all its forms, and shall, therefore, vote 
against it whatever shape il may assume. Itisa 
bill to tax the tea, coffee and otber articles used by 
the general body of the peop’e, to the amount of 
twenty cents on every dollar’s worth, in order to 
ge! money to distribute under the act we passed on 
yesterday. The money thus collected and disiri- 
buted is intended to go to British bankers—to the 
sutjecis of a foreign country, the enemy of this, 
and by whom we are threatened with hostilities 
and war. Yes, weare, by this bil! and that whech 
we yesterday passed, levying a Brilish tribute on 
the American people—levying a tax upon the ne- 
cessaries of life used by them, for the purpese not 
of defending our country against British aggres- 
sions, but of farnishing the British nation with 
additional means of repeating those wrongs. 
This being the character of these two acts, J now 
give notice to their friends, the Senators on the 
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that when the acts shall have 
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other side, are necessaries of life, and should be admitted free of 


been matured, I will move for leave to introduce a 
bill to repeal such parts of them both as impose a tax 
on fea, coffee, and other necessaries, and di-tribute such 
tar—that is, the distribution sections of the land bill, 
and those parts of this revenue bill which impose a du- 
ty of twenty per centum upon the articles I have 
named. It willbe my purpose to connect in the 
same bill to repeal, and in the same view befcre 
the country, both the evil and the remedy—tLe tax 
and the distribution, because the former is the con- 
sequence of the latter, and when so presented will 
be best understood by the whole body of the 
eople. 

L shal], however, vote forthe amendment row 
proposed, as it is its object to carry up the duty 
upon artic es of gold afid silver ard other like ar- 
ticles of luxury, to twenty per centum, equal to the 
duty proposed upon necessaries. 

As to the suggestions of my friend from New 
York (Mr. Wriant] that this high duty on these 
matters of laxary will defeat the revenue from 
that source altegether, by the encouragement it 
offers to smuggling, my answer is, that the same 
effect will follow, if it follow at all, from the doty 
of twelve and a half per ceut. which will remsia, 
should this amendment not prevail. Against the 
smuggling of such articles, so small, yet so valua- 
ble, not even ten, no, not even five per cent, duty 
can afford a safeguard. An the reason is this: 
that in the case of such article, eyen this duty is 
greater than the price of insurance against the 
danger of detection. This we know from the ex- 
perience of France, England, and indeed, all Eu- 
rope, when the rate of insurance against detec- 
tion is as well fixed, as that against the dangers of 
the sea. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama said he intended to vote 
in favor of the motion for the amendment now un- 
der consideration, and it was due to himselfeand 
those he represented, to say a few words in expla- 
nation of the priuciple on which it would be given 
He said he had always entertained and a<ted vepon 
the principle, that taxation sheuld be imposed upon 
luxuries rather than upon the necessaries of |:fe. 
Oa that principle the burihen of taxation fell prin- 
cipally epon the rich, who were ale to bear it—as 
regarded the necessaries of life, they entered into 
the consumption of the poor, who were less able 
to bear it, and should be lighily taxed. 

Now, said Mr. C. what is the proposed amend- 
meni? The foregoing part of the bill declares 
thatall articles, now admitted ata less rate than 
20 per centum ad valorem, shall pay a duty of 20 
per cent. except certain enumera‘ed articles; and 
amongst those :o enumerate! and excepted, are 
“gold and silver and other watehes, end paris of 
watches, gold and silver Jace embroi ery, laces of 
thread, silk, or cotton, and all articles composed 
chiefly of gold or silver, pems and precious 
stones, and- pearls of all kinds when set, 
jewellery, including paste”— which, with cer- 
iain other enumerated articles under the bil’, if 
nutamended, would only pay respectively the same 
rates of duty imposed on them under ex!.ting laws. 
What will be the effeet cf the amendment, sirikis 





out the clause which has been recited? It will b- 
to increase the rate of duty on those articles from 
twelve and a half per centum (ihe present rate) to 


twenty per centum ad‘valorem; and, sir, I cannot 
refuse to give my vote in favor of such increase of 
duty, on the principle 1 have laid down for my go- 
vernment, especially when we know that so many 
ariicles which enter into the use and censumption 
of almostevery family, poor as well as rich, are to 
be taxed at that rate. 

Who are they that want “goll ard silver 
watches?” Who are they that want “gold and 
siver lace embroidery, laces of thread, silk, or eot- 
ton,” and who require and use “gems and pre- 
cious stones, and pearls when set, and jewellery?” 
Every one must answer, those who are wealthy— 
those who have means beyond their necessary 
wants—those who hav@ money to spare and 
spend for the gratification of taste, fancy, and 
pride. Such artic’es are not needed nor desired 
by the poor, because they are not necessary for 
their subsistence or comfort. They are not like eof- 
fee, tea, sugar, and salt, and coarse blankets, which 
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duty, or, at least, ata very moderate rate. The man 
who wants a gold watch, or those who want fine 
lace, embroidery, gems, or diamonds, will not stop 
for the increased cost of seven and a half per cent. 
They will purchase such articles just as readily 
when brought in at twenty per cent. ad valorem, 
as when they are brought at twelve and a half per 
cent. In fact, these things belong tothe class of arti- 
cles known uader the general name of luxuries—not 
necessaries—and those who use them do not stop 
for the price—'heir means of purchasing ere not 
limited. Hence Mr. C. thought there was no dan- 
ger of an increase of smuggling, nor that a smailer 
revenue would de derived from this s: urce, on ac- 
count of the increased rate of duties. The im- 
porter he thought would be able to jealize a protit 
of the same amount, wheter he paid the higher 
duty or not; and if his per centum of profit were 
the same, what additional motive had he to per- 
petuate the crime of smuge!ing? 

Again: Mr. C. conten ‘ed that the increased rate 
of duty would be an additional motive with those 
charged with the collection of the revenue, to ex- 
ercise greater vigilance and caution against smug- 
gling, and to detect the perpetrators. 

Mr. C. said, entertaining these views, he should 
vote for the amendment under consideration; and 
should, at the same, voie to reduce the daty, or 
take off altogether the duties proposed on articles, 
which were properly classed as ‘‘necessaries,”’ 
and that in the sequel, he might, and probably 
should feel it is his duty to vote against the whole 
bill, in any shape it would probably assume. 

Mr. KING should vote on the measures present- 
ed to him on their m>rits, without looking to their 
political effects. He believed the rate of duty now 
existing would yield more revenue than an in- 
crease. They ought to shape their duties so that 
there might be a fair and honorable competition in 
ihe market, and not an advantage given to the dis- 
honest over the honest. This measure would lead 
to smuggling. Noone could doubt it. It mus: be 
the effect of it, and it would not add to the reve- 
nue. Why, then, was it introduced? For politi- 
cal effect, that they might hold out to the people 
the idea that they increased the duty on luxuries? 
He should vote for a proper duty on articles, and 
a duty which would be collected. He asked his 
friends of the cotton-growing regions whether they 
were prepared to lay the highest duties on articles 
for which thty exchanged their cotton? It would 
of necessity tend to impair the sale of their produc 
tions. As to laying taxes on articles of first neces- 
sity, if they could be exempted, consistently with 
the demand for revenve, they ought to be exempt- 
ed. Heshould vote against the amendment. 

Mr. CALHOUN intended, on this question, to 
pursue rigidly the line of daty. It was a great 
question, and he would not be diverted either to the 
rizht or to the Jeft. He eereed with the Senator from 
Oh'o that even a daty of 10 per cent. on these arti- 
cles would occes‘on their illicit introduction, and 
he submitted to Senators whether they were pre- 
pared to do an act which won'd tend to corrupt the 
morals of the communi'y, while it would not bring 
a dollar in‘o the Treasury. At the origin of our 
government, these ar'icles bore but light duties, say 
five or six per cent. aud they would produce more 
revenue now, with these duties on them, than with 
the 20 per cent. proposed in the amendment. 
He was not to be called on to vote for 
ihis bill, proposing, as it did, a great in- 
crease of taxes on the community, because it 
was an exizency meature. He should give 
his votes as if for the permanent settlement of the 
tariff. The exigency was produced by the gentle- 
men onthe opposite side, and they should be held 
re-poasible for it. This necessity had been pro- 
duced by the present Administration—it was of 
their making, and he shoa!d vote for this as if he 
were setting the taxes, and as if ihe gentlemen had 
done their duty, and hid not by extravagance an 
distribution created a deficiency in the Treacury, 
for which they were responsible. They yesterday 
passed a bill emptying the Treasury, by giving 
away ‘he proceeds of the pub'ie lands, and to-day 
we havea bill to supply the deficiency by a resort 
to a tax which in itself was a violation ef the com- 
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promise act. The compromise act provides that 
no duty shall be laid except for the economical 
supportof the Government; and he re the 
giving away of the public lands a violation of that 
ac', whether the duty was raised-to 20 per cent. or 
not, because they had not attempted te bring down 
the expenses of the Government to an e60nomital 
standard. He should proceed with this SiN as if 
he were fixing the tariff; he thought aw wverage of 
twelve and a half per cent. on our imports would 
raise an ample revenue for the support ofthe Go- 
vernment, and in his votes on the several Classes 
of articles he should bear this average in mind, 
imposing higher daties on some, and lower dafies 
on others, as he thought the several cases calfed 
for. 

Mr. BENTON said this bill came exactly in its 
right place, to fill up the pap created afterthe pais- 
sage of the Land bill. To have been in General 
keeping with the order of things, they ought to 
have taken it up last night, to have filled up the 
hole which the Lan! billhad mate. There were 
now two other subjecis on the 'ab'e which had pre- 
cedence of this, viz: the Feriification bill andthe 
resolution relating to the purchase of Atteri¢an 
water-rotted hemp. Yet this bill must be. ta¥en 
up in violation of the rules, though one of | 
most causeless, heartless, and wicked TheasuTes 
that could be conceiv.d, and he should take 
care that it should be known as sueh. He 
would vote for this amendment, and woutd go wp 
to the highest rate on ariicles of lugury, butche 
should vote to keep down the du'y on tea, sugéry, 
ce ffee, spices, and such articles, to the rate they 
were under the glorious times of Jackson and Van 
Buren. This bi!l serves to place an indisermmimate 
duty on all articles; iteven drags up the common 
blanket which the poor movher uses to keep ber 
child from freezing, and imposes the same daty as 
on the blankets of the very best qualily, such as 
the rich luxuriate in. I mean, said Mr. B. to vote 
io spare the articles of common ure in every fami- 
ly, especially the poor. The bill was cruel, wan- 
ton, wicked. It was Federal! To make a pre- 
text for it the land revenue must be thrown away; 
then ten times as much levied upon the necessaries 
of life, hereiofore tree, as the land money amounts 
to. For the first time we have a bill to level luxu- 
ries and necessities—to make all pay alike—to 
abolish the principle by which necessaries and com- 
forts had been heretofore spared—nearly allt spared 
except salt—and that the Democracy intended to 
make free, but this Federal bill isto continue the 
tax vpon it. 

The question was then taken on agreeing with 
the amendment of the committee, and decided ia 
the affirmative az follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Al'en, Archer, Barrow, Bates, 
Bayard, Benton. Berrien, Buchanan, Choate, Clay 
of Alabama, Ciay of Keatueky, Clayton, Dixon, 
Evans, Faiton, Graham, Liuntington, Linn, Me- 
Roberts, Mancum, Miller, Morehead, Mouton, 
Nicholson, Phe!ps, Pierce, Porter, Prentiss, Rives, 
Sevier, Simmons, Smith of Indana, Southard, 
Sturgeon, Tallmadge, Tappan, White, Williams, 
Woodbridge, Woodbury, and Young—4l. 

NAYS—Mersrs. Calhoun, Heuderson, King, 

Smith of Connecticu', and Wright—5, 
Mr. CLAY said he bad no desire to proceed 
further with this bill at present; but would agree to 
go into Executive session, with the understanding 
that the bill should be taken up when they came 
out. The further consideration Of the bill was 
then postponed. And, on motion of 

Mr. RIVES, the Senate proceeded to the consi- 
deration of Execative bisiness. And after some 
lime spent therein, 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Faipay, August 27, 1841. 

The journal of yesterday was read and ap- 
proved. . 

Mr. CAMPBELL of South Carolina asked leave 
to offer the following resolution: 

Resolved, Tirat the Clerk of this House is hereby directed 
to have the names of the members of the House of Represen- 
tatives Wrilt:n on separate pieces of paper and placed in one 
box, and the desks numbered and the numbers placed on se 
rate pieces of paper in another box: that previous 10 the nex 
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session of Congress he shall cause the names of the members 
and the numbers to be drawn alternately, and that each mem- 
ber shall be entitled to occupy the deek the number of which is 
drawn next after his name, for one session. H 
e 


Mr. MORGAN objected to the resolution. 
had a very good seat, he said, and had no desire to 
change it. ; 

Mr. HOPKINS (who has also a very promi- 
nent seat) likewise objected. 

Item.—Several other members equally well “‘sita- 
ated.” 

Mr. McKAY moved a suspension of the rule, 
to enable the gentleman from South Carolina to 
offer the resolntion. 

The SPEAKER said such a motion was not in 
order; being especially prohibited, during the 
morning hour, by a rule adopted at the present 
session. ; 

Mr. CAMPBELL then withdrew his resolution, 
but with the intention of offering it hereafter when 
in order. 

INDIAN HOSTILITIES. 

On motion of Mr. DAWSON of Georgia, the 
Heuse resolved into Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, (Mr. Saxzprerp of North 
Carolina in the chair.) 

And, on motion of Mr. D. the committee pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of the following bil!: 

A BILL making further provision for the suppression of Indian 
hostilities in Florida. 

Be it enacted, &. That the first, second, third, fourth, fifth, 
and sixth sections of the act authorizing the President of the 
United Siates to accept the gervice of volunteers, approved 
May the 23), 1836, be, and the same hereby are, revived and 
continued in force for the term of two years from the passage 
ef thie act: Provided, That not more than two thousand five 
hundred men shail be received into the service under the said 
revived act, and that their services shall be confined to the 
suppression of hostilities in Florida and its neig iborhood. 


Mr. DAWSON said that this bill had been re- 
ported, on leave, by the Delegation from Florida, 
(Mr. Levy] and that it had been referred to the 
Commiitee on Military Affairs. The committee 
had investigated the subject, and had seen the 
great propriety of placing in the hands «f the Pre- 
sident the power here provided for. Ii was a pow- 
er which the President had possessed fir many 
years past, with the exception of the last. The bill 
merely revived the law of 1836, authorizing the 
President to accept the service of volunieers in ca e 
of emergency, thus preventing the necessity of the 
States calling them out according to ther jadg- 
ment, as it was known that a number had heretofore 
been called out by them unnecessarily. And great 
expense would be saved. 

Mr. BRIGGS asked for the reading of those 
parts of the act of 1836 which the present bill pro- 
posed to revive. 

And they were read by the Clerk. 

Mr. DAWSON then said he had been under the 
impression, when he had called this bill up, that 
the Delegate from Florida [Mr. Levy] was in his 
seat. He (Mr. D.) had merely discharged his 
duty as chairman of the Committee on Military 
Affairs in calling itup. But in the absence of the 
Delegate, he would now move that the bill be laid 
aside for the present. 

And, by common consent, the bill was laid 
aside. 


PUBLIC DEFENCES. 

On motion of Mr. DAWSON, of Georgia, the 
committee proceeded to the consideration of the 
following bill: 

“a BILL making appropriationsto purchase sites and to make 
certain surveys, and for other purposes. 


“Be it enacted, §¢. That the following sums be, and the 
same are hereby, appropriated, to be paid out ofany unap- 


propriated money in the Treasury, for the following purposes, 


to wit; 

“For the purchase of the forts and batteries belonging to the 
State of New York, on Staten Island, New York harbor, and 
rene fromthe State the land on which they are situ 
ated, $33,300. 


“Also, the further sum, for part ally repairing and putting in 
condition for immediate service the aforesaid forts and ba'te- 
ries, of $33, 

“For the purchase of a site ator near fthe outlet of Lake 
Champlain, $15,000. 

“For the purchase of a site at or near Detroit, in the State of 
Michigan, for defensive works and barracks, $10.00). 

“For the purchase of a site, and fer barracks and defensive 
works, at or near Buffalo, New York, $10,000. 

“For the surveys of the delta of the Mississippi, and Sollers’s 
Flats, on the Patapsco river, $30,000.” 


And the bill having been read— 

Mr. FILLMORE moved to amend it by strik- 
ing out the following items of approp:iation: 

“For the purchase of asite at or near the outlet of Lake 


Pbamplain, $15,000. 


, 











- 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


“For the purchase ofa site at or near Detroit, in the State of ! 
Cc 


Michigan, for defensive works and barracks, $10,000. 
“For the purchase of a site, and for barracks and defensive 
works, at or near Buffalo, New York, $10,000.” 


The motion being agreed to, these items were 
struck out: Mr. Fittmore having assigned, as his 
reason for the motion, that these appropriations 
were provided for .n the bill which had recently 
passed both Houses of Congress, and which is 
generally known as the Fortification bill. 

In reference to the following ilems, to wit: 

“For the purchase of the forts and batteries belonging to the 
State of New York,on Staten Island, New York harbor, and 
for purchasing from the State the land on which they are situ- 
ated. $33 300, : : 

“Also, the further sum, for partially repairing and putting in 


condition for immediate service the aforesaid forts and bateries, 
of $33,000.” ° 


Mr. DAWSON expressed some donbts which 
had arisen in his mind as the propiiety of the ap- 
propriation for the purchase of the fortifications, 
arising out of certain iaformation which he found 
in a book entitled “Revolutionary Claims.” He 
there found that in the adjustment of accounts be- 
tween the United Siates and the several Siates, 
after the Revolutionary war, the State of New 
York was found indebted to the General Govern- 
ment in the sam of upwards of two millions of 
dollars; and that this amount of indebtedness from 
the State to the General Government was to be ex- 
pended in the erection of fortifications. 

Mr. D. went into seme statements on this head, 
which were discussed (in some confusion) by 
Messrs. FERRIS, McKAY, FILLMORE, EVE- 
RETTY, and LINN, and a number of documenis 
were read. 

Mr. McKAY moved to strike out the two items 
above stated, [with a view to move, in the House, 
ihe recommitment of the bill, that the point raised 
by Mr. Dawson might be further examined.] 

Mr. FILL MORE was prepared to show, he said, 
from aSundant evidence, that not cne cent of the 
sum -here intended to be appropriated was for for- 
tifications—it was simply consideration-money for 
the land itself. 

On motion of Mr. TILLINGHAST, the bill, 
without any action being had upon it beyond that 
above stated, was laid aside. 

{Whilst the last-mentioned bill was under consi- 
deration, the Speaker resumed the Chair informal- 
ly, for the purpose of receiving a message from the 
Senate, through A. Dickens, esq. Secretary, in- 
forming this House— 

lst. That the Senate had passed the bill to ap- 
propriate for a limited time the proceeds of the 
sales of the public lands, and to grant pre-emption 
rights, with certain amendments, in which the con- 
currence of this House was asked. 

Qily. That the Senate had concurred in the joint 
resolution of the House, providing for the disiri- 
bution of the printed returns of the sixth census, 
withan amendment, in which the concurrence of 
this House was asked. 

3diy. That the President of the United Siates 
had informed the Senate that he bad approved and 
signed the following: 

A bill to revive and extend for a limited time 
the charters of certain banks in the District of Co- 
laumbia 

A joint resolution in relation to the light-boats 
on Bartleti’s reef, &c } 


LAND BILL. 


The message having been received, Mr. BRIGGS 
moved that the Land bill, with the amendmeats, 
be referred to the Committee on Pablic Lands, and 
that the amendments be printed. 

Mr. BARNARD suggested wheter it was ne- 
cessary to refer the bill at all? 

Mr. BRIGGS modified his motion so as to con- 
fine it to the printing alone. 

Mr. ROOSEVELT and Mr. TURNEY called 
for the reading of the amendments. 

Mr. GORDON moved that the bill be made the 
order of the day for Monday. 

Mr. FILLMORE inquired of the Speaker if this 
preceeding was regular? 

The SPEAKER sand it was not; it was only en- 
tertained under general acquiescence. : 

Mr. ATHERTON desired to move an amend- 
men'. 

Mr. FILLMORE thought the House had better 
proceed regularly; and he suggested that there was 





no necessity for the motion to print, as the amend. 
ments had already been printed by order of the Se. 
nate, and laid on the tables of the members of the 
House. 

The amendments were then read. 

Mr. AARON V. BROWN moved to make the 
bill the special order of the day for Monday. That 
would allow time to the members to compare the 
bill with the amendments. 

The SPEAKER said the motion would require a 
vote of two-thirds 

Mr. BROWN was in hopes, he said, that such a 
vote might be obtained. 

Mr BRIGGS said that this was a House bill, 
that it would be first in the order of business, and 
that the House might take it up at any moment. 
He thought, however, it would be better that the 
bill should be referred to the Committee on the 
Pablic Lands. 

And Mr. KENNEDY of Maryland made that 
motion. 

Mr. ATHERON desired to offer an amend- 
ment. 

The SPEAKER said it was only by the acqui- 
escence of the House that the subject was enter- 
tained at all this time. 

Mr. ATHERTON objected, he said, unless he 
was permitted to offer an amendment. 

Mr. BRIGGS submitted that it it was too late to 
make the objection. And Mr. B. said that, as 
there seemed to be some opposition to his motion to 
print, he was wifling to withdraw it. 

Mr. ATHERTON persisting in his objection, the 
conversation dropped. 

And Mr. SHEPPERD resumed the chair in 
Committee of the Whele on the state of the Union. 

On motion of Mr. TILLINGHAST, the commit- 
tee proceeded to the consideration of the following 
joint resolution: 

JOINT RESOLUTION for the distribution of seven hundred 
copies of the Digeat of Patents. 

Resolved, §&c. That the Commissioner of Patents be directed 
to send to the Secretary of State of each of the States of this 
Union, and of the Territories of Florida, Wisconsin, and Iowa, 
the Digest of Patents, printed by the Commissioner of Patents 
under the act of Congress dated March third, one thousand 
eight hundred and thirty nine; to be disposed of as the Legisla 


tures of each State and Territory may direct, viz: 
To the States of — 


Maine - 20 copies. South Carolina - 24 copies. 
New Hampshire -10 do Georgia - - 23 do 
Massachusetts -30 do Kentucky -31 do 
Rhode Island - 4 do Tennessee - - 33 do 
Connecticut - -12 do Ohio - -6t do 
Vermont” - -J1 do Louisiana - - 14 do 
New York - -98 do Indiana - - 28 do 
New Jersey -15 do Mississippi - 16 do 
Pennsylvania - 69 do Illinois : -23 do 
Delaware - - 4 do Alabama - -24 do 
Maryland - - 19 do Missouri - - 16 do 
Virginia} = - 50 do Arkansas - - & do 
North Carolina - 39 do Michigan - - 9 do 
To the Territories of— 
Florida 3 copies. Iowa 3 copies. 


Wisconsin - - 2 do 
Being, in the whole, seven hun‘Ired copies; and that the remain- 
ing two hundred copies of said Digest be leit with the Librari- 
an of Congress for future dispo-ition. 

Resolved, That the sum of five hundred and twelve dollars 
and thirty-eight cents be paid from the Patent fund to reimburse 
what is still due for publishing said Digest. 


The bill, and a letter frova the Commissioner of 
the Patent Office, having been read— 

Mr. TILLINGHAST made a brief explana- 
tion. 

When, no amendment being offered, the reso- 
lution was laid aside, to be reported to the House. 
FOREIGN MISSIONS. 

Mr. FILLMORE moved that the committee pro- 
ceed to the consideration of House bill No. 17, en- 
titled “‘A bill making appropriations for outfits and 
salaries of diplomatic agents.” 

On which motion the vote stood—ayes 60, noes 
48. 

No quorum voting. 

On motion of Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS, the 
committee rose, and the chairman reported the fact 
to the House. 

Mr. FILLMORE moved a call of the House. 

Mr. STEENROD asked the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered, and being taken, were—yeas 
102, nays 57. 

So a call of the Housé was ordered. 

But, on motion of Mr. ANDREWS of Kentucky, 
a quorum being now present, no proceedings on 
the eall were had. 

The CxHairnman then resumed his seat in Com 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
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And the question recarring on the motion of Mr. 
Fittmore, that the commitiee take up the Diplo- 
ma ic Agent bill— 

The motion was agreed to—ayes 62, noes 60. 

The committee then took up the following bill, 
which was read: 

“Be it enacted, §c. That the following sums be, and the same 
are hereby, appropriated, to be paid out of any money in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated, viz: 

“For outfits of ministers to Russia, Spain, Mexico, and 
Brazil, and of charges d’affaires to Portugal, Denmark, Sar- 
dinta, Naples, Chill, and Texas, sixty-three thousand dol- 
la 


rs. 

“For salaries of ministers to Spain and Brazil) for the residue 
of the current year, eight thousand dollars. 

“For salaries of the secretaries of legation to the same places, 
one thousand eight hundreu dollars.”’ 


Mr. INGSRSOLL moved to strike out the ap- 
propriations for Sardinia and Naples, and ob:erved 
that, as far as he knew, there were no party con- 
siderations in this question; and he was sure there 
was nothing personal init. His reasons for ob- 
jecting to these missions were, that they originated 
alrogether in this House—that no President of the 
United States ever recommended, suggested, or at 
any rate approved of them, and that there was 
nothing to do either at the one place or the other. 
He considered them as mere places of honor and 
profit, and of no advantage to the country. As to 
Naples, there never had been a minister here from 
that kingdom, in return for the one we sent 
there. 

Sach was Mr. I’s impression; and unless some 
gentleman should set him right by showing the 
contrary, he should continue to believe that both 
of them were entirely useless. The Court of his 
Sardinian Majesty had once had a minister near 
the United States Government, but Naples never 
had; and why should.we retain a minister there? 
The mission began here, and here it ought to 
end. 

Mr. FILLMORE called for the reading of the 
President’s message and the letter of the Secretary 
of State on the subject, which was read. 

[The message merely transmits the letter of the 
Secretary of State asking for the appropriations, 
without comment } 

Mr. FILLMORE requested the Clerk to read 
the message of the President covering a letter from 
the Secretary of State applying for the necessary 
appropriations for our foreign diplomatic inter- 
course, as reported in the bill, and covering, in that 
application, these two missions to Naples and Sar- 
dinia; and they were read accordingly. 

Mr. FittmMore would not enter into the ques- 
tion where these missions had originated; it was 
enough for him, as chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means, that they now existed, and that 
the Executive had made a regular official applica- 
tion for the necessary appropriations to continue 
them. It seemed a strange reason to urge to that 
House that it was there the missions had had their 
origin. He believed the Neapolitan mission was 
now of fourteen, perhaps sixteen, years’ standing. 


Mr. INGERSOLL said he had been given to ! 


unders‘and that these missions originated in this 
House, which he considered was an abuse that 
was in danger of becoming inveterate. He spoke 
of aformer Executive, and he would add that he 
saw nothing in the message of the present Execu- 
tive, or in the communication of the Department 
of State, which recommended them as necessary 
for the public service. These missions were sup- 
posed in this House to be useful, or connected in 
some way with the tobacco tirade, and the appro- 
priation was made for them without being asked 
for by the Executive, who alone had the right to 
originate a foreign mission. The late Governor 
Throop of New York was the first minister ap- 
pointed to}Naples. 

Mr. FILLMORE replied that we had had a 
commercial agent at that court, a Mr. Appleton, 
in 1836: in 1837 he was followed by Mr. Nelson, 
to whom Governor Throop succeeded in 1838, and 
he had continued there to the present time. Thus 
a diplomatic intercourse, of some description, ha, 
been un:nterruptedly kept up for sixteen years. 
Tais it was now proposed to the House to abolish, 
because i had originated withthe House! It was 
enough for him that the Executive had the consti- 
(utional power to appoint the minister, and asked 
of Congress the means to pay him hissalary. He 
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had n» personal solicitude, however, on the sub- 
ject. 

As to Sardinia, the intercourse had not continued 
so long. A years or two since a Mr. Rogers, son 
to a member of Congress, had been appointed 
charge des affaires; but he had scarce arrived at 
Turia, when he became insane, and was in that 
condition at this time. Though the mission itself 


might be a very proper one, the incumbent ought 
certainly to be changed. 


Mr. INGERSOLL said that he intimated some 










weeks ago, that it was very difficult to get infor- | 


mation on any subject through the instrumentali- 
ty -of a resolution, and he then gave notice that 
whenever this billcame up, he would object to 
these missions. This he thought would subject the 







gentleman at the head of the commitlee to the | 


necessity of preparing himself with information to 
defend them. Now he took issue with the gentle- 
man on his first position. He affirmed that no 
mission ought to originate in this House. It was 
not a strange reason he had given for striking out 
these appropriations. It was a constitutional and 
proper reason. ‘The executive was charged by 
the Constitution, with the management of our 
foreign intercourse. He possessed all the neces- 
sary information; and with the sanction of the Se- 
nate he had the power to appoint our diplo- 
matic agents as he thought proper. On the con- 
trary, the House possessed no information with re- 
gard to our foreign affairs, and could not therefore 
jadge when a mission was proper. In short, the 
Corstitution gave the House no power, but to 
originate and pass the appropriation. With re- 
gard to the different appropriations in this bill, 
there were one or two of them that he would make 
no objection to. The mission to Austria he 
thought was wholly useless; and he thought a 
change was sufficient for Spain and Mexico. 

If he failed now, he should endeavor to bring 
this matter before the Flouse and the country ata 
more auspicious period, and he had such confi- 
dence in the truth and strength of his position, 
that he had no doubt, but toathe should eventually 
succeed. 

Mr. FILLMORE here suggested that even 
should the amendment prevail, it would not put an 
end to the missions to which the gentleman object- 
ed: the United States had Charges d’Affaires at 
both Courts; and the simple question, therefore, 
was, whether we would change the agency from 
that of full Ministers to that of Charges? 

Mr. INGERSOLL denied this statement to be 
correct. He was personally acquainted with Mr. 
Rogers, anda very respectable young gentleman 
he was. The gentleman from New York [Mr. 
FitLMorReE] was mistaken in supposing him to con- 
tinue still in a state of derangement: he had re- 
covered, had retired frow his mission, and was 
now on his wey home?consequently the Sardinian 
mission was now vacant. 


minister’s having left his post did not render a mis- 
sion vacan!: especially where such removal was 
not with the knowledge ur permission ot his Go- 


the present instance; certainly Mr. F. had receiv- 
ed from the Department no intimation of any 
leave to vacale the mission: the Department had 
applied for an appropriation to keep it up. 

Mr. INGERSOLL said that an act of God had 
made it vacant. Formal y there had been at Na- 
ples only a consu!; and when Mr. Nelson succeed- 
ed him, he wentout as Charge, but the appoint- 
ment was temporary inits character. Gov. Throop 
was the first resident minister, and ought to be 
the last. That Goverament had no corresponding 
representative here; and our minister at Naples 
had nothing to do. The only use that there ever 
had bsen in keeping up a mission there at all, was 
some connection it had formerly been supposed to 
have with our relations with Turkey and Austria; 
but the duty, if there was any, might just as well 
be performed by aconsui;the place was a mere 
sinecure. 

Mr. I. proceeded to remark that, as to the Sardi- 
nian mission, the former incumbent having leitil, 
a successor had been nominated to the Senate. 
(Mr. Dawsex. Yes, and confirmed.) 


Mr. FILLMORE said that the mere fact of a | 


vernment, as Mr, F. presumed to be the case in | 











Mr. I. said he bad no wish to interfere with the 
appointment or outfit; he merely wished at present 
to lay the foudation on which the mission might 
eventually be abolished. Our diplomatic inter- 
course was becoming unwieldly; and we were ren- 
dering it sill more expensive by increasing our 
missions to Spain and M-xico, by replacing Charges 
with full ministers; to that part of the bill he 
should urge no objection, though bis opinion was, 
from what had been told him, that the change was 
wor.e than unnecessary, as nobody could perform 
their duties beiter than bad our Charges. He was 
told that there were some reasons why we should 
have a full minister at the Court of Brazil. 

But what were these Executive documents which 
had been so much relied on by the chairman of the 
Ways and Means? They were mere papers of 
Official routine. They did not endorse these Nea- 
politan and Sardinian missions; they gave them no 
sanciion whatever, as proper and necessary. If 
the fact were as Mr. I had stated; if the honorable 
chairman could not deny that they were foreign 
missions which had had their orign in that House, 
or show their importance or necessity, Mr. I. 
would sumit a motion to strike them from the bill, 
by way of groundwork for the future efforts to re- 
duce the unwieldly size of our existing diplomatic 
intercourse. 

Mr. CUSHING addressed the committee at 

some length in opposition to the amendment. He 
was opposed to it for the same reasons as given by 
the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means—to wit: that there was on the table an 
Executive communication calling upon Congress 
to make the usual appropriations for the missions 
to the Courts of Naples and Sardinia; and, ac- 
cording to the ordinary course of legislation in re- 
ference to diplomatic appointments—as the foreign 
relations of the country were confided, by the Con- 
stilution, exclusively to the President, with the 
concurrent advice of the Senate, save so far as.the 
House of Representatives had an ulumate control 
by the power to grant or to wi hhold the necessary 
supplies—the usual courtesy between the co-ordi- 
na'e branches of Government led to an appropria- 
lion as a matter of course, unless very strong rea- 
sons existed to the contrary. Such instances were 
of very rare occurrence. It was known that a 
minisier had been appointed to Sardinia and con- 
firmed by the Senate; and that a minister to Na- 
ples had been nominated, but not yet confirmed. 
Mr. C. considered the appointment of these mi- 
nisters as giving them a vested right in their sala- 
rie-, and that was another strong reason why the 
appropriation ought to be made. As to the state- 
meat of the gentleman that these missions orgina- 
ted in this House, he was mistaken as to the facts; 
for thatof Naples originated in 1831, when Mr, 
Nelson was appointed by Gen. Jackson. 
Mr. C. ‘admitted that Mr. Nelson had specific 
instructions to negotiate a treaty, and he had com- 
pled with them. Mr. C. understood that Mr. 
Throop has also received specific instructions to 
execute a treaty with Naples, and had not falfilled 
them. He asked the gentleman frem Pennsylva- 
nia how he distinguishe! a temporary appoint- 
mentof a foreign minister from a permanent one? 
The mission to Naples had not originated in ‘this 
House, but with the Executive. 


Mr. C. made some further remarks, to show the 


usefulness of the missions proposed to be abo- 
lished. 


Mr. TILLINGHAST differed entirely from the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Inaeasoit] as 
to the propriety of the proposal for a foreign mis- 
sion originating in the House of Representatives. 
He had always understood that our foreign agents 
were the representatives of the American p-ople to 
foreign nations, just as an ambassador from a mo- 
narch was considered as the representative of his 
master here. 


Mr. CUSHING here interposed to say, in rela- 
tion to an objection to the appointment of an am- 
bassador from a Republican Government, on the 
ground that ambassadors represented sovereigns; 
and ina Republic there was no sovereign, that it 
was utterly false and unsound. An ambavysador as 
much represented a sovereignty when sent from the 
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people of the United States, as he did when de- 
spatched by ore European monarch to another. 

Mr. TILLIN ZHAST, after some further re- 
marks, expressed the opinion that the present was 
@ Most inauspicious time to withdraw our d ploma- 
tic intercourre with European Government:; he 
thought it eminently incumbent upon us to main- 
tain an unbroken friendly intercourse with them, 
and keep up a state of alert inte!ligence as to the 
political changes that might occur. He shoud op- 
pose the amendment. ; 

Mr. ADAMS referred to ‘he Executive commu- 

nications which had been read, as evincing the 
purpose of the President to continue our diplomatic 
relations with Sardinia and Naples, and to his no- 
mination of a minister to each of those courts, as 
Jacurring the responsibility of providing for them. 
As to the question, whether the missions had orizi- 
nated in the House or with the Executive, he con- 
sidered it a question of very litle consequence 
He believed no foreign mission ever had been 
provided fur by appropriations, without either a 
formal or informai suggestion by the Executive. 
By the theory of eur Constitution, the President of 
the United S'ates was the organ of conducting our 
diplomatic intercourse with foreign powers; and he 
had authority, by and with the advice and consent 
of the Senate, to appoint a minister to any part of 
the earth. It was a power with which the House 
of Representatives had nothing whatever to do; it 
had no share cr participation in it. Nor hed the 
Senate, further than as the con:tita!ional advisers 
of the President in that matier. The office of a 
minister was not crea ed by the Constitution or by 
the Government, but by the laws of the nation, 
and, having been so created, it was recognised as 
an existing office, (an absiraction, if yoa pleace, as 
abstractions seem the order of the day.) The ap- 
pointment of a public minister, or charge, or'acent 
of any sort, was a power given to the President, 
with the consent of the Senate. # When, therefore, 
the President made the app ointment of a cil:zen to 
perform the daty of such an office, he did, by vir- 
tue of the au hority conferred on him by the Con- 
stitution, without any action of Corgress whatever, 
make a contract with that iodividea'; which the 
two branches of the Legislature were bound, the 
one (if they approved it) to confirm, and the other 
to provide for. But there was a control over this 
power of the President in the legislative body, the 
same as existed in the Parliament ot Great Britain 
over the King of Engiand as to the declaration of 
war and peace, viz: the power to withhold sup- 
plies. Mr. A. said, however, that he believed 
there had Leen no case in which Congress bad re- 
fused to apprepria'e where tie President had ap- 
pointed and the the Senate confirmed. Mr. A. 
would notsay that they had not power to r fuse, 
even afier the appointment had been made; but it 
jt must be an extreme case. None such hal oc- 
curred, to Mr. A’s know’e’ge. 

There had been insiances where the Legislature 
had so far assumed the initiative in foreign mi-- 
sions aslo appropriate, without waiting fora re 
commendation by the Execative. Suchaca+e had 
occurred in reference to the recognition of the inde- 
pendence of Texas, and the appointment of a mi- 
nister '0 that country. The thing had been con- 
trived in the House. A motion had been made to 
recognise the Texan Republic, bui the Senate was 
not prepired to concu’; and then, on the last night 
of the session, about 8 o'clock in the evening, an 
appropriation had bern voted for a minisur te 
Texas whenever the President shou!d recommend 
one; and befiire 12 o’clock the same night a minis- 
er was appointed. 

On a prior ocessicn recommendations had been 
voted that the President should enter into diploma- 
tic relations wih the Republics of South America; 
before that time commissioners had been appoint- 
ed. The power of appointing a minister bad, in- 
deed, been exercised without comulting the Legis- 
Jature at all. Gouverneur Morris had heen ap- 
pointed by General Washington to negotiate with 
Great Britam prior to the first session of the fitst 
Congress, and he dii go. His instructions were 
given not only without the legislative sanction, but 
withouteven the presence of a Secretary of Siate, 
for Gongress had not met, ard Mr. Jefferson had 
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not returned from France. General Washington 
personally instracted him, and Mr., Morris went; 
and Congress, when it met, voted an appropriation 
forhis expenses. The power to send commission- 
ers had been exercised from time to time from that 
day to this; some opposi:ion had been made to it, 
and the question had often been raised, but there 
was not a President who had not, at one time or 
other, exercised the power. 


The power was thus ample and unlimited to 
hold negotiations with foreign powers by ministers 
appointed for that purpose by the President him- 
self; batit was held in check by the counterba- 
lancing power of Congress to refuse the supplies 
Bat this power had never yet been exercised. Mr. 
A. did not th'nk this a proper case in which to 
begin. Were there no other reasons, he thought 
those which had been advanced by the gentleman 
irom Massachusetts [Mr. Cosmina] amply suffi- 
cient to justify both the missions objected to. Mr. 
A. did not think the House ought to lay aside its 
power of control in case of appointments obviously 
improper. And he thought the introduction of an 
appropriation Gill like the present a fit occasion to 
inquire into the propriety of every public mission. 
With this view, Mr. A. had prepared a resolution, 
which he should offer as soon as it should be in 
order, directing the Committee on Foreign Affairs 
to inquire into the expediency of reducing the ex- 
pense of our foreign intercourse by reducing the 
number of our ministers abroad. 


Mr. GILMER said he had been in favor of posts || 
poning the consideration of this bill, that he might | 
have more time to look into the subject; but, as the | 
bill was up, and the committee seemed cisposed to | 


act upon it, be should throw no obstacle in the way. 
He had no information which would justify him in 
voting for the amendment, and he should act on 
the general grounds which had been laid down by 
tha venerable gentleman from Massachusetts, 
Bat, as one of tue Committee of Retrenchment, 
he had paid some attention to the subject of our 
loreign representation; and he believed, with the 
een'leman from Massachusetts, that both the grade 
and the destination of our foreign agents world 
admit of a beneficial change. He referred to the 
propriety of our being represented at the Hanseatic 
Towns, and also in the Dukedom of Tuscany. 
He tendered to Mr. Apams the offer of his co- 
Operation in any just reforms he should seck to in- 
troduce. 


Mr. INGERSOLL briefly 


rejoined. If the 


‘stand he had now taken should eventually lead to 


the retrenchment ailaded to in the resolution of the 
venerable gentleman from Massachusetts, he 
shoald be content. He still thooght the House 
might properly exereise its Witsholling power, 
not, indeed’, so as tortop the wheels of Govern- 
ment, but merely to curtail an waneeessary expen- 
ditvre; and he hoped there would be eaough of 
constitutional feeling, of the esprit du corps, to lead 
them to insist upon their nght. He scouted the 
idea of the Presideni’s appoi'ment creating a 
vested interest ia the appoin'ee to his salary as 
minister, Such a doctrine would te mensirous. 
Tne House might be bound by bizh considerations 
of policy and propriety, but never by the foree of a 
contiact, to appropriate for an appointed minister. 
This was carry the principle totally extra menia 
mundi. Mr. [. disclaimed opposing these mea- 
sures on the mere ground of dollars and cents: 
he alluded to the multipheation of missicns to and 
from this country as introdacing examples of lavish 
expenditure and luxurious living among our own 
citizens. 


As to the distinction between temporary and 
permanent missions, the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts [Mr. Cu-nina] perfectly well knew that 
originally all public missions were temporary; 
such a thing as a permanent foreign mission was 
unheard of. This was an invention of medern 
times; and it had been Mr. Jefferson’s opinion 
that such missions ought not to exist. [t was very 
true that excellect effec's had grown out of our 
Sardinian trea'y; but that treaty was the work 
notofa foreign miaister, bat of a speciai agent; 
such men as Morris and Niles were those who 
conferred the greatest benefits by their agency— 








men who went without equipage or eclat and did 
the business without show. 

Afier some remarks on the increased expenses 
of pur diplomatic intercourse, Mr. I. adverted to 
the injury sustained in consequence of Mr. Ste. 
venson’s notice to the Mediterranean squadron ‘o 
leave the narrow seas; which he considered as more 
than counterbalancing the advantages of all our 
foreign missions put together. It was high time 
that public aitention was called to the subject; and 
he hoped that at the next session Mr. ADaMs would 
bring forward and press his resolution of inquiry 
as to the expediency of reducing the whole system 
of foreign intercourse. 

Mr. HOLMES greatly regretted the oocurrence 
of the debate. He charged Mr. Inaersoty with 
a design to subvert and destroy our entire foreign 
diplomatic intercourse. Mir. H. defended ihe in- 
structions of Mr. Stevenson as proper under the 
circumstances which surrounded him. He denied 
that the Howse, as representing the democracy of 
the country, had any thing to do with our foreign 
intercourse; all that had been confided exclusively 
to the President and the Senate; and argued on the 
absurdity of discussing such delicate relations in 
a mixed assembly of 240 men, who never could 
agiee on any thing. He admitted the power of 
appropriation to be a check cn the Executive pow- 
er in diplomacy, but protested against its exercise 
save in very extraordinary cases indeed. Ia re- 
ply to the suggestion that our ministers in the Me- 
diterranean had nothing to do, Mr. H. adverted to 
the increasing introduction of cotton manufactures 
in Austria and T'aly, and the large amount and 
value of our commerce in that sea. 

Mr. EVERETT went into some statements, 
heard (as usual!) with great difficulty, as to the 
use of our fish by the Catholics of the sou‘h of 
Europe, and the benefit of that trade to our fishe- 
ries: also, as to the effect of regulating the duty 
on cotton, as in Italy, by its weight; and was un- 
stood to argue the prepriety of having our com- 
mercial interests ‘here guarded by resident agents, 
He a'so defended the conduct of our minister at 
London, in advising the return of the Mediterra- 
nean squadron: he adverted to the highly excited 
state of public feeling in England as fully justify- 
ing Mr. Stevenson in entertaining fears for our lit- 
tle squadron. 

Mr. INGERSOLL disclaimed any purpose to 
censure Mr. S.evenson: he had spoken only of the 
effect of his interference. 

Mr. CUSHING rejoined to Mr. Inq@ersott. 
Mr. C. thought there were no very wide difference 
of opinion bei ween that gentleman and himself as 
to the obligations to provile for the expenses of ap- 
pointed ministers. If nota legal, there certainly 
was a moral contract between -the President and 
the app. iutee, and he had an equitable claim fcr 
support: so far, he presamed, the gentleman would 
not refuse to go. Asto his ailusion to the return 
of the squadron in consequence of a message from 
a foreign minister, if it meant anything as an ar- 
ment, it went to the proprie:y of recalling our 
mivis'er from the Conrt of St. James and abvlish- 
ing that mission. Was the gentleman prepared 
for this? And if the mission, aecord.ng to the 
gentleman’s idea, had been buta temporary agen- 
cy, would that have prevented such an occurrence? 
Notatall. If we looked at the evil, we should 
noi forget the good which flowed from the mainte- 
nance of such a mission to the commerce and 
peace of the country. 

Mr. C. said there was a question of state which 
went to cover all our missions in the south of Eu- 
rope. If the contingency should happen cf a wat 
between the great powers of Europe, such as Eng- 
land, France, or Russia, would it not be the ob- 
vious interest of this country to cultivate a close 
relation of ami'y with the secondary commercial 
powers, such as Spain, f£ardimia, Naples, and Aus- 
tria?’ Would the interest not be mutual, that we 
with them might form an armed neutrality? Great 
Britain held Gibraltar; what was to prevent the 
Mediterranean bse ming a closed sea? These se- 
condary powers held no continental relations with 
us, and we were not likely to get into any conftict 
with them; bat they might greatly strengthen our 
interests. To guard against our being interrapted 
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in the navigation of the European seas, we should 
draw our relations close with the secondary pow- 
ers, as well in the Mediterranean as the Baltic. 

Toe question was now put on the amendmeht 
proposed by Mr, Inceasout, when it was rej-cied 
without a couat. 

Mr. KING moved to amend the bill by adding 
an appropriation for the salary of a consul gene- 
ral to Egypt, and limiting the appointment to an 
American citizen. He was commencing what 
promised to be an interesting speech in support of 
ihis amendment, when 

Mr. FILLMORE raised a question of order as 
to the congruily oO, such an amendment with ‘the 
pill for the salaries of diplomatic agents already 
appointed. This went to a new appointment, and 
also opened a new principle as to the qualifica- 
tions of the agent. 

The question of orcer was debated by Messrs. 
FILLMORE, McKAY, CUSHING, and ADAMs; 
whea the Chair deciding a part of the amendment 
to be out of order, 

Mr. McKAY withdrew it, reserving himself to 
a future occasion. 

The committee then rose, and the chairman re- 
ported, without amendment, the Diplomatic agent 
bill and the joint resolution in relation to the Diget 
of Patents. 

And also reported that the committee had had un- 
der consideration the bill for the suppressioa of In- 
dian hostilities in Fiorida, and the bill for the pury 
chase of siles, &c. and had come to no conclusion 
thereon. 

On motion of Mr. TILLINGHAST, the House 
concurred with the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union in its report agreeing to the 
joint resolution in relation to the Digest of Patents. 

And the bill making appropriations for the ouifit 
and salaries of Diplomatic agents coming up, it was 
to be engrossed for athird reading. 

And, having been ordered to a third reading now, 

The bill was read a third time and passed, 

On motion of Mr. DAWSON, the Commitiee of 
the Whole on the state of ihe Union was discharged 
from the further consideration of the bill in relation 
to the purchase of sites, and the same was recom- 
mitted to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. ADAMS, on leave, introduced the following 
resolution, which was adopted: 

Resolaed, That the Committee on Foreign Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of reducing the expen- 
ditures in the Diplomatic Department of the Governmeat, by 


diminishing the number of ministers and other diplomatic 
agents abroad, and report thereon to the House. 


LAND BILL. 

Mr. BRIGGS asked that the House would, by 
common consent, take up the Land bill, and refer 
it to the Committee on Public Lands, and order the 
amendments to be printed. 

Mr. J. G. FLOYD inquired of the Speaker if it 
was in order to move an amendment? 

The SPEAKER replied in the negative. 

And the bill was then referred to the Committee 
on the Public Lands, and the amendments were 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CAMPBELL of South Carolina, renewed 
_ motion for leave to introduce the following re- 
solution: 


Resolved, That the Clerk of this House is hereby directed to 
have the names of the members of the House of Representa- 
lives written on separate pieces of paper, and placed in one 
box, and the desks numbered, and the numbers placed on se- 
parate pieces of paper in anowher box; that previous to the 
next session of Congress he shali cause the names of the 
members and the numbers to be drawn alternatively, and 
that each member shajl be entitled to occupy the desk 


the number of which is drawn next after his name for one 
session. 


Mr. MORGAN and others objected. 

Mr. PICKENS sent to the tab‘e the following 
resolution on the same subject, wiich, at his re- 
quest, was read for information: 

Resolved, That the Clerk of this House be directed to re- 


move the desks, except the outer circle, by the nextsession of 


Congress, and that the seats of members be then drawn for in 
alphabeucal order. 


Mr. CAMPBELL moved to suspend the rule to 
enadle him to offer his resolution, and asked the 
yeas and nays on that motion. 

Mr. CLIFFORD moved to lay the resolution’ 
on the table, but withdrew it. » 

Mr. UNDERWOOD withdrew the motion. 

Mr. CAMPBELL asked the yeas ‘and nays on 
that motion, wilich| were motordered, 








And after various motions, made and withdrawn, 

the resolution was laid on the table. 
POTOMAC BRIDGE. 

On motion of Mr. UNDERWOOD, the House 
resolved itse!Finto Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, (Mr. Arnoup of Teanessee in 
the chair,) and proceeded to the consideration oi 
the bill to provide for the repairing of the Potomac 
bridge. 

The biil was read, and no amendment having 
been offered, was laid aside to be reported to the 
House. 

PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE 

The Committee then took up the bill for re- 
pairing and :epaving a portion of Pennsylvania 
avenue: which having been read— 

Mr. CAMPBELL of Soush Carolina, said he 
doubted the propriety of making the appropriation, 
because he thought the experiment which had been 
made of paving with wood had not been thorough- 
ly tested. He therefore did not know but what it 
would be better to let the avenue remain as 
it was for the present. In his opinion, how- 
ever, stone was the most preferable article to pave 
it with. He moved to strike out the enacting clause 
of the bill. 

The question being taken, the motion was re- 
jected. 

No further amendment having been offered— 

The Commiitee, on motion of Mr. BRIGGS, 
rose and reported the two last named bills to the 
House. 

POTOMAC BRIDGE. 

And the bill to provide for repairing the Potomac 
bridge coming upon the question of engros+men!, 
no quorum being present, the usual namber of vex- 
a'ious motions arising therefrom were made and re- 
jected, or withdrawn, 

A call of the House wis ordered, and was pro- 
ceeded in to the usual point of precuring a quorum, 
when i: was arrested. 

The bill was then ordered to a third reading 
now. 
And the bill having been reada thirl time by 
its title, and the question being on its fiaal pas- 
sage— 
Mr. ANDREWS moved the previous question, 
which was seconded. 
The main question was ordered, and being taken, 
the bill passed. 

PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE. 

The bill to provide for the repaving and re- 
pairing of Pennsylvania avenue coming up on the 
question of engrossment— 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved to lay the bill on 
the table, and asked the yeas and nays, which were 
ordered, and, being taken, were as follows—yeas 
75, nays 83. 

So the bill was not laid on the table. 

And the question recurmrg on the engrossment 
of the bill— 

Mr. CAMPBELL said that he did not suppose 
the House understood the question—ha! the im- 
pression on the minds of gentlemen might be that 
the appropriation was intended to pave the princi- 
pal part of the avenue, whereas, in reality, upon 
the statement of the individual who expected to 
obtain the contract, $15,000 would only pave 300 
yards of it, at the rate of 36 feet wide, which 
would, according to that computation, reqnire an 
appropriation of $75,000 for 1500 yards, aud near 
$150,000 for the whol» avenue 

Mr UNDERWOOD, having replied, moved the 
previous question. 

And there was a second, 

And the main question (being on the engross- 
ment) was ordered, and, being taken, the bill was 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading to -mor- 
rew. 


And the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Saturpay, August 28, 1841. 

Mr. CHOATE precented a memorial from the 
merchants of Boston, asking that additional! daties 
might'not be imposed on articles which had Leen 
shipped. Laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. PRESTON gave notice that be wouldyon 








Monday, introduce a bill for the farther protection ~ 
of Florida from the Indians. 

The bill from the House of Representatives mak- 
ing appropriations for the outfit ef dip'omatic 
agents was read a first and second time by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on Fore gn Rela- 
tions. 

The bill making appropriation for the arrange- 
ment of the statue of Washington, by Greenough, 
was read a first and second time by ite title, and 
referred to the Committee on the Library. 

The fortification bill was then taken up; and 
the amendments of the House having Seen read, 

Mr. PRESTON explained that the Committee 
on Military Affairs had recommended that the Se- 
nate disagree with the amendments made in the 
House, and insist on their amendmenis, which bad 
been stricken out by the House, for an appropria- 
tion of $30,000 fora survey of the Southwestern 
frontier, inland, and maritime borders; and an ap- 
prepriation of $75,000 for the purchas: of a site 
for a Western, Southwestern, or Northwestern 
armory. 

Mr. KING observed that when the bill wes un- 
der consideration before, there were several gentle- 
men who desired to speak on the bill, who were 
not then in their seats; and he thought it had better 
be passed over, as the Senate was thin, wih a view 
to give thove gentlemen an opportunity of consider- 
ing it. 

Mr. PRENTISS cbserved there were several 
S‘nators who took a deep interest in the subject 
who were not present, and he shoald prefer that it 
be passed over informally until their arrival. 

Mr. CLAY hoped the bill might be preceeded 
with; there was a tolerably full Senate, at least 
enough for argument, which could be commenced, 
aud by that time the other Senators would be pre- 
sent. 

Mr. PRESTON was there, ready to do his daty, 
but if gentlemen desired a p stponement, he should 
not object. He thought, however, it would be bet- 
ter to proceed, 

Mr. WRIGHT would suggest thatsome day be 
fixed fer taking the qnestion—say to-morrow, dur- 
ing the morning hour—so that Senators would 
come in with that under-tanding, or at three o’clock 
that day; and then he t .ought the matter might be 
dis »osed of without debate. 

Mr. PIERCE desired that the bill might be pro- 
ceeded with; and expressed a hope that they were 
near an end of the session. 

Mr. LINN desired that it might be passed over. 
The Senate was thin, and must of necessity be so 
at that hour. The truth was, that Senators were 
worn out with the long and exhausting sessions 
they had had, and it could not be expec'ed that the 
attendance would be full in the morning. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky thought it was best to 
go on with the consideration of the amendment: 
there was a pretty full Senate now—a very good 
Senate—a very well locking Senate—it was best to 
go on 

Mr. TA?PAN desired that some time might be 
fixed for the adjournment. Tney had bven in at- 
tendance from ten in the m-rning until foar and 
five in the evening for three months; during which 
time they had done a geod deal of hard work, 
though there was not mach good done to the 
country. 

During these few remarks several Senators ar- 
rived and took their sea's, and the Senate proceeded 
with the bill. A 

Mr. PRESTON hcped the Senator from New 
York would withdraw his objection; there were 
forty Senators now present. The Senate was now 
in committee, and as the amendments would have 
to be considered afterwards in Senate, no inconve- 
nience could arise. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON thought good results 
might grow ont of their proceeding with the bill, 
Senators wou'd understand that the business would 
come up in its regular order, and not wait for the 
atiendance of those who were interested. 

Mr. WRIGHT observed that if the Senate was 
yet in quasi committee, he had no objection to 
wiibdraw his suggestion. 

It was here intimated that Mr. Preston had 
made a mistake; the Senate was not in committee, 
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* but voting-on the House amendments reported 
upon by the committee. 

Mr. WRIGHT then moved to lay the bill over 
till a full Senate was in atlendance; which motion 
Was negatived without a division. 

The question being then on the first amendment 
made by the House to the first amendment of the 
Senate, 

Mr. PRENTISS said when this question was 
under consideration the other day, he had gone 
omewhat at large into the importance of the de- 
fence of the outiet of Lake Champlain, and showed 
at once the necessity and urgency of that matter. 
He theughbt he had-: ucceeded in convincing the Se- 
hate, and the chairman of the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs particularly, as to the necessity that 
existed for something to be done in the premises. 
His colleague had also remarked with great force 
on the subject, and he (Mr. P.) did not know that 
he could now offer any thing additional. The ho- 
norable chairman of the committee had promised 
his cordial co-operation in the measure when a 
certain bill came from the other House, and now 
when, contrary to expectation, the proposition so 
much desired by himself and colleague had cone 
in the very bill he was anxious to engraft it on, 
the Committee on Military Affairs had stricken it 
out. The honorable chairman had been very pro- 
fuse of his compliments to the people of Vermont, 
bat compliments would not defend them from the 
incursion of an enemy. It would require some- 
thing more substantial than compliments, however 
well merited they might have been. If there was 
any point along the range of our whole wide and 
extended fronuer that required defence more than 
another, the outlet in Lake Champlain was that 
point, and he therefore hoped that the amendment 
of the House might be concarred in, 

Mr. WRIGHT observed that he understood the 
House had taken up the other fortification bill, and 
had struck out this item on the plea that it had 
been introduced in their amendment of this bill. 
If strack oui here it would thus be lost altogether: 
he would require the yeas and nays. 

Mr. PRESTON did not think it proper to allude 
to the action of the other House for the govern- 
ment of a question before this. If the appropria- 
tion were jefi out of the other bill by the House it 
could be inserted in the Senate, should the »mend- 
ment in ‘this bill now be struck out. 

Mr. BUCHANAN had said ke would ceriainly 
vote for the proposition of the Senator from Ver- 
mont, when a certain bill came {rom the other 
House to which it might be properly attached; and 
he should certainly do so, but this was not the pro- 
per bill. He could not see any reason why Batf- 
falo should get a preference over Erie and many 
other places along the lake shore equally exposed. 
He would prefer waiung for the coasideration of 
the whule subject in one bill. 

Mr. EVANS said that when this bill was before 
the Senate he had done ali in his power to keep it 
free from the amendments which gentlemen 
sought to engraft upon i'; not that he was so much 
Opposed to these measures, but that they did not of 
right belong to the bill before them. The Huse, 
finding that the Senate had broken in on the 
principle, had a ‘ded others, which showed the ne- 
cessity of always adhering to what was proper in 
the first instance. 

Mr. KING did not think this the proper time for 
commencing new works of fortification. It ap- 
peared to him thatit would be betier to wait fora 
fall repurt on the whole subject. Taking into 
view the receft discoveries in the art of war, and 
the present state of the Treasury, he thought gen- 
tlemen ought to pause before they enter so largely 
into a general system of foitification, which may 
be wholly useless. He was as ardent in his‘esire 
to defend the country properly as any man, but 
he looked to the whole countiy, and the best mode 
of accomplishing that object. Heconld not give 
his sanction to the mode of legislation now adopt- 
ed, in which the interests of sectional portions of 
the coun'ry were the sole consideration. He 
thought it perfectly proper that our principa! ports 
of entry should be forufied, so as to give protection 
to our navy should it be necessary to retreat within 
them for shelter. But to fortify our whole line of 


coast, and our frontier lines on every side, would 
involve an expenditure which no Government 
could sustain. 


Mr. LINN was sorry his friend from Alabama 
had taken such a view of the subjeet, without also 
giving some consideration to the absolute necessi- 
ty of fortifying other points besides ports of entry. 
He should have called to mind the last war, when 
the whole of our Niagara frontier was destroyed 
for want of a proper armament at the principal 
points of access. Now, if his (Mr. Linn’s) me- 
mory served him correctly, Congress subsequently 
paid a Jarger sum for these ravages than would 
have been sufficient to protect the whole line; but 
there was one sacrifice made by private citizens 
which Congress never could repay—that of life. 
The loss of life, ocsasioned by that neglect, never 
couid be paid for by Congress. There must be 
an adequate fortification aloug our lake shores 
and border frontier, as well as on our seaboard. 
Our troops must have forts for shelter and equip- 
ment. The only question was, how this was to be 
accomplished legitimately, without improperly bur- 
dening the country; but the answer was perfectly 
plain, that the legitimate fund for this purpose was 
that arising out of the sales of our public lands. 
That was the true constitutional fund, and until it 
was exhausied no other could beso legitimate. We 
must not only have a sufficient fleet to meet the 
enemy on his own element, but we must have 
places of shelter and protection for that fleet. This 
is necessary on our lakes, as well as on our sea- 
board. What would have been our condition last 
war, if we had not had Erie for the shelter of our 
fleei? He (Mr. Linn) would vote witha great deal 
of pleasure for every appropriation for the defence 
of the country; but, at the same time, he never 
would relax bis efforts to have the land fund appro 
priated to that object, in preference to any other. 
He considered the protection of Buffalo, and of the 
entrance into Lake Champlain, as of the greatest 
importance. Whether there is immediate danger 
or not, it is the bounden duty of Congress to make 
timely preparations to meet any crisis of the kind, 
come when it may. In every attempt, the first 
consideration should be to begin wherever the 
greatest danger exists. If the necessary fortifica- 
tions are put off till the danger comes, it will then 
be too late, and the loss of any branch of cur fleet 
would far exceed the expenditures on timely de- 
fence. We are not prepared for war, and, to prove 
to the enemy that we will not prepare for it, we 
give away our pubiic lands, the legitimate source 
of the fands necessary to make the appropriations. 
Can any thing be more homiliating? The income 
from our public lands would, at any time, in case of 
emergency, enable us to raice a loan of from fifty to 
one hurdred millions, to go to war; but, asif to disable 
ourselves, we give away thal iacome for distribution, 
and prove to the world thereby that we cannot go 
to war, no matter how provoked or insulted. Re- 
call your distribution bill, and appropriate your 
public lands to the national defence, and you will 
then place the country in such an attitude as will 
deter any foreign power from giving you cause of 
war. He was intavor of applying that fund ex- 
clusively to works of national defence, and would 
wholly disregard any effect that application might 
have on the tariff or any thing else. 


Mr. PRESTON observed that the course recom- 
mended by the Senator from Alabama would in- 
volve such a wide range into the whole military 
and naval sysiem of the country as would require 
far more time for deliberation than could be given 
to the subject this session, He thought from the 
beginning that the regular session would be the 
proper time to enter upon that consideration; an4, 
with this view, he concurred with the committee in 
desiring to confine this bill solely to the necessary 
repairs of [oriifications already in existence—ex- 
cluding all plans of purchasing new sites and com- 
mencing new works. 


Mr. Preston, afier some farther remarks, ob- 
served that any omissicn caused by rejecting the 
House amendments to the Senate’s amendments 
could be considered in the other bill when it came 
up 


Mr. CALHOUN made some inquiry as to the 


Eee 


allasion to the tariff bill, made by the Senator from 
Missouri, [Mr. Liwn.]} 

Mr. LINN explained that what he meant was, 
that the proceeds of the public lands shou!d be ap. 
propriated to the defences of the country in pre. 
ference to either distribution or their application to 
the supply cf the Treasury, with a view of pre- 
venting the tariff on any articles from being raised 
to the limitation set by the compromise act. 

Mr. CALHOUN observed that there was nota 
man in the community who would go farther for 
the defence of the country than he would. No man 
could be more desirous of seeing it protected than 
he was. But he feared those gentlemen who now 
had itin their power to forward that object looked 
more to the expenditures than to the effective de- 
fence of the country. The appropriations for de- 
fence would not call for his opposition, but they 
would call, for extraordinary vigilance to guard 
against imposition. He could see land through 
the whole fog of mystification. These expenditures 
were not so much for the defence of the country as 
for their operation on the tariff bill, and the inevi- 
table consequences. The next thing we shal! hear 
of will be some proposition to saddie the Post Office 
Department on the Treasury. 

The country had a right to be satisfied how this 
money was to be disposed ot. It could not be laid 
out between this and the regular session. Why 
not furnish full information by that sum, and on a 
clear understanding of the expenditures let the ap- 
propriations be made. 

Mr. PIERCE was ready to go as far as any 
man in defence of the couniry; but he concurred 
with the committee that this was not the time to 
enter upon the purchase of new sites and the un- 
dertaking of new works. 

Mr. PRESTON asked that the question be taken 
on the items separately. 

The question was first taken on concurring with 
the House in the following amendment: 

“ For purchase ofa site, and for barracks and defensive works 
at ornear Buffalo, New York, $50,000,” 

On ‘this question the yeas and nays were de- 
manded, when the vote stood as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Barrow, Bates, Choate, 
Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, Evans, Hun- 
tington, Linn, Morehead, Mouton, Phelps, Porter, 
Prentiss, Rives, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, 
Southard, Talimadge, Tappan, Walker, White, 
Woodbridge, Wright, and Young—26. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Benton, Buchanan, 
Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Falton, Graham, 
Henderson, K-r, King, McRoberts, Miller, Ni- 
cholson, Pierce, Preston, Smith of Connecticut, 
Sturgeon, and Woodbury—18. 

Tue vote was then taken on concurring in the 
following amendments, and carried without a di- 
vision: 


“For fortications at the outlet of Lake Champlain, and pur- 
chase of site, $75,000. 


“For defensive works, barracks, and other necessary build- 
ings, and purchase of a si'e for a depot, at or near the junction 
of the Matawankeag and Penobscot rivers, Maine, $25,000.” 


Mr. PRESLON said that the Committee on 
Military Affairs of the Senate recommended that 
the Senate insist on their amendments, which the 
House had stricken out. 

One oi these amendments, viz: making an 
appropriation of thirty thousand dollars for sur- 
veyson the Southwestern inland, and maritime 
frontiers, for purposes of defence, was then 
taken up. 

Mr. MOUTON expressed his surprise that this 
item shoul} have been left out by the House, and 
hoped that the Senate would persist in retaining 
that amendment. 

Mr. M. sent to the Chair a letter from the War 
Department, in order to convince the Senate of the 
importance of this measure. 
=: The question having been taken on the Senate’s 
insisting on its amendment, it was carried without 
a division. 

The next amendment of the Senate was the ap- 
propriation cf seventy-five thousand dollars for the 
purchase of a site for a Western, Southwestern, or 
Northwestern armow. 

Mr. CLAY hoped this amendment would not be 
insistedon. He was against the expense, in the 
first place, in the present state of the Secemnay; and, 
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if the selection were left to the President, it would 
be left to a Secretary, who in turn would leave it 
to a head of a bureau, when, in a matter so 
important, Congress should reain control. Be- 
sides, $75,000 for the purchase of a site wasa most 
enormous price, and looked like a job to somebody 
who bad property to sell atten times its value; 
and then all that money was only for a commence- 


ment. 

Mr. BENTON would say, in reply to the Sena- 
tor from Kentucky, that, unless Congress gave the 
power to the Executive, it would be impossible for 
any selection to be made. An armory to supply 
ihe great West with arms was much needed, and 
be did not expect to find it opposed by any West- 
ern Senator. 


Mr. BUCHANAN thought that, in a body like | 


the House of Representatives, (composed as it was 
of so many members, all naturally desirous to 
have the location where it would be most desirable 
to their constiluents,) it wonld be perfectly ridicu- 
lous to suppose that a location could be made. 
He was in favor of insisting on the amendment, 
leaving the selection to Executive discretion. 

Mr. CLAY said that the West had been harped 
upon, as though this was a great boon to the West, 
when every Whig Representative excevt iwo had 
voted against it. He had no particular objection 
to Pittsburg; but in case of a certain horrible 
event, which he did not apprehend, but which 
sometimes forced itself on the imagination, where 
would be the armory? At Pittsburg, an eastern 
city at the head of a river which had been said by 
Mr. Randolph to be dried up all summer and 
frozen up all winter, He was opposed to it trom 
the state of the Treasury—he was opposed to it 
from the enormity of the price—he was opposed 
to it because, instead of deciding by Congress 
where tne location should be, it would, if left to 
the Executive, be left to the head of a bureau. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said, somehow or other, it 
was always his fate to be drawn into an argument 
with the Senator from Kentucky, when he did not 
anticipate it. With regard to the Whigs voting 
against ihe measure, it might be a very good argu- 
ment for his political friends, but a very bad one 
for his, (Mr. B’s,) but if they went in opposition to 
the Whigs, they could not be far wrong. Why 
had the Senator assailed Pittsburg? He (Mr. B.) 
said nothing about Pittsburg. 

Mr. CLAY. No; but you were thinking about it. 

Mr. BUCHANAN. No, I was not; but I was 
thinking of a great Whig meeting which was re- 
cently called there, for the purpose of denouncing 
their representative in the other end of the Capital 
for voting against a certain Fiscality, and instead 
of censuring, two-thirds of the meeting approved of 
that vote, thus sustaining the veto of President Ty- 
ler in advance. Was Pittsburg to be denounced 
because the Senator from Kentucky feared that the 
Executive might, in his discretion, select it for a 
si'e for a Western armory? He had never been in 
favor of trusting too much to Executive discretion; 
but surely the Senator could place this much con- 
fidence in his own President. 

Mr. MOREHEAD spoke against insisting on 
the amendment. If the amendment was intended 
for the benefit of the West, Pittsburg would not an- 

swer for that purpose. 

Mr. HENDERSON thought if the views of the 
President might be extended 1,000 miles beyond 
Pittsburg, and still find eligible locations, there 
could be no object in having one at Pittsburg for 
the benefit of the West, when that at Harper’s 
Ferry was so near. 

Mr. ALLEN said he believed thee never had 
been a diversity of opinion on the question of the 
propriety of having an armory established. The 
difficulty in the way had been in selecting a proper 
spot at which it should be established; and that ori- 
ginated from two circumstances: first, because 
there was such a number of proper and eligible 
Spots; and, secondly, because the Western couniry 
was so very extensive. Now, in this argument, it 
seemed to be assumed that this work was to be es- 
tablished at Pittsburez. What was meant by the 
Western country? When they spoke of the West- 
ern country, they meant that body of earth extend- 
ing from the Alleghany to the Rocky Mountains, 


er 


and from the Lake of the Woods to the Gulf of 
Mexico, and on. which vast empire there were in- 
numerable eligible sites for a work of this descrip- 


tion, It was estimated that the President would 
select the particular point of Piusburg; and, there- 
fore, Pittsburg not being a proper point, this bill 
ought not to be passed. Why hould not Pitsburg, 
in the judgment of the Senate, be selected? Be 
cause it was too high up the r.ver, as had been 
said; because it was on a river which had been de- 
scribed very unjustly, as being unnavigable the 
most of the year. The argument of the too Se- 
naters from Kentucky insisted that Pittsburg 
was not a proper plece, and that the President 
will select it in preference to the other places; 


which amounted to this, that the President would | 


do the very thing which is wrong. 
that were very courteous to the President, it was 


not for him to say; whether it were proper for them 


to declare, as one branch of the Government, that 
they would not allow the President to use his dis. 


cretion in this matier, because he will abuse it, and || 


Now, whether | 


that in a most shameful manner, was a question | 


not for him to decide; but the very argument 
against Pittsburg, instead of amounting to a reason 
against th's appropriation, and in this form, isa 
reason for it. They saw that no two Senators here 
could agree as tothe particular point; some of 
them indicated Pittsburg as a proper place, and if 
other p!aces were brought in review, there would 
be, perhaps, as much variety of opinion here as 
there were representatives of the States beyond the 
mountains. 


is So large; this was the necessary reason why the 
se'ection ought to be committed to the Presiden'-— 


because he represents equally all parts of the Re- | 
public, and because he is in a pesition to give 
more impartiality to the measure than Congress | 


can. The argument against leaving it to the Pre- 
sident was an argument against establishing it, be- 
cause it was manifest that, without leaving it to 
him, they never could have the armory. Pittsburg 
had resources, and noble resources, which would 
mak~ it a proper place in this particular; yet its 
locality, in his judgment, was not the bes!; there 
were points on the Ohio river, far from Pittsburg, 
more elegible. He would name the mouth of the 


Sciota, at the mouth of the Ohio cana!, which was | 


the centre of one of the richest iron ranges in the 
cocntry; and this Government, having agreed with 


the Ohio Canal Cempany for the transportation of | 


all its armaments, it would enable them to send 
their arms from the mouth of the canal into Lake 
Erie, and spread them all over the Northwest, free 
of charge. Beside, it is in the midst of one of the 
finest grain-growing countries on the face of the 
earth, where provisions are cheap, and where the 
laber required can be obtained cheap as else- 
where. 

He mentioned this to show the impracticability 
of Senators agreeing on this point. Every Sena- 
tor, if the point of location were to be fixed in the 
bill, would vote for some particular spot, which 
would be confined to the limits of his State; and in 
the general struggle, the proposition would fail. 
He named these reasons, not with a view of in- 
fluencing the President, if this bill should be passed, 
but to show the utter impracticability of Senators 
agreeing on any point, and therefore, that the vote 
against leaving itto Executive discretion was a 
vote against the establishment of the work, and 
hence against the unanimons sense of Congress, 
for he believed at no time had there been a vote 
which gave indications of opposition to an appro- 
priation for a Western armory somewhere or other, 
but, on the contrary, Congress had long been 
agreed on the utility of an armory; and its location 
alone had deterred them from making it. 

Bit suppose the work were established at Pitts- 
burgh, at the mouth of the Scioto, or at Cincinnati; 
would that preciude the establishment of a similar 
work }..wer down the Valley of the Mississippi? 
And ought they to be told that whilst millions were 
squandered for the benefit of British bankers, it 
was a matter of too great importance to appro- 
priate for the defence of th: country, in 
this form? This matter was treated as though it 


|| seemed to him that they were 


This was the reason why this work |! 
had not previously been commenced—because | 
there are so many points, and the Western country | 
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were a boon to the Western country; it was no 
such thing; because, in a question of war, this 
country had no parts—it was an entireity. We * 
knew no North, or East, or South, or West; we 
are one for the defence of our country against fo- 
reign aggressions; and this armory ought to be 
looked on as a national measure, created for the 
defence of the Republic. Establish an armory at 
the lower end of the valley, and another at the 
other end, and what was the reason against five, 
ten, or fifty more, if necessary to manufacture 
arms? A question might be made about the ex- 
pense, bat they now had to transport their arms so 
great a distance that the expense of it amounted to 
the first cost of the arms themselves. Every por- 
tion of the country should be able to furnish its own 
arms, and had a right to have within its own boun- 
daries the means of its own defence. By the Cen- 
stitution, all the parts of the Union were compelled 


| to rally around the endangered point, in case of an 





| did not vote against this appropriation. 


insurrection; but an imsurrectron might be insti- 
gated, and thousands might be murdered before 
help could be invoked from any quarter. It 
“ating this subject 
as though we were as lille a Repo die as Athens, 
or as one of the counties in his Siate, ivosiead of 


\| remembering the fact, that if a line were exiended 


around the States and Territories of this Republic, 
that line would be eight thousand miles in length; 
and yet they were quibbling about the locality of the 
thing. They were erecting a national armory! and 
making the small! point, the difficulty ef i's location, 
an excuse as a question of preparing io defend the 
honor and righis of the Union, and to defy those 
who were searching and scraping the very bottom 
of their Treasury, to get money with which to 
corrupt, demoralize, and subsid'z+ this country. 
He did notexpect this opposition would come from 
beyond the mountains. Not that he viewed this 
asa mere local measure; because in a question of 
national defence, he knew no paris in this country 
—no ene part as being distinct from another; he 
viewed the country as an entireity, as a whole, 
containing parts for local purposes, but no parts 
for defence against an armed world without. It 
seemed to him, the., there could be no propriety 
in defeating this measure. 

As for the vote from the West which had been 
referred to, he had nothing to say about it; he pre- 
sumed that all the Representatives from the West 
He had 
not examined the journal; it had been said that a 
portion of those Representatives did vole against 
it, and that portion had been characterized by its 
party color, thus making a question of national 
defence turn on the yellow er green livery of party; 
and that the Whigs of the House, of the Senate, 
or of the Union, had arrayed themselves against 
an effort to put their country in a state of defence 
in a case of threatened danger. 

He presumed the gentlemen who voted against 
it had their reasons for i'; but he protested against 
a parly vote being introduced any where as a rea- 
son why this country should not be prepared fora 
state of peril to which they are exposed; and he 
did not distrust the President ot the United States 
in this matter. He would not suppose that the 
Chief Executive of this country would be in- 
fluenced by any low and paltry ‘considerations in 
the establishment of this public work, intended to 
manufacture arms for the defence of the country. 

Senators on the other side had reposed a good 
deal of confidence in a President not elected by 
themselves. He saw once a bill to place the en- 
tire physical force of this country at the call of the 
President of the United States—to place fifty thou- 
sand volunteers, and millions of money, and a 
power to invoke all the enrolled militia of the 
Union under his control; and no check or restraint 
whatever was placed on him. He alluded to the 
bill passed during Mr. Van Buren’s term of ser- 
vice. There was an immense discussion onit. It 
was to confer on him the power which the Roman 
Senate conferred on the Consul, which provided that 
the Consul,for the time named, would “take care that 
the Republic receive no detriment.” This placed the 
physical power of the Republic—the trea- 
sure and muscle of all Rome—at the 


disposal of his will. We passed just such a law 
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as this some time ago, when there was no de- ||] word in answer to thore geatiemen, an? their vote, 


mand inate for the release of McLeod. Yes, be- 
« fere the British Government took the fearful step 
of a demand for the surrender of a British cu!prit, 
wih a threat of the consequences, in case of a 
failure on our part tocomply with their demand, 
and before other aggressions, which have since 
taken place on the part of the British Government, 
were known ‘to the country, the Fenate and House 
of Represen'atives deemed peace so precarious, 
and the prospect of war so imminent,that the Whig 
party united with the Democratic party, and placed 
the power ef the Government in the hands of the 
Democratic President; and, by that vote, contra- 
dicted every charget:;hat was made of a want of con- 
fidence in the man; and they expelled that man 
from office cn the charge of having conducted the 
Government witha view to theaggrandisement and 
establishment of his own honor, afier havinz put 
the sword, buroi-hed and sharpened, and also the 
purse, in bis hands, puting your bodies and your 
capital in his hands, leaving him the sole authori- 
ty to defend the Government against its enemies. 
He remembered the passage of that bill, and felt a 
sudden tremor pass over him, when it was pas- 
sed; yct when he saw the votes of gentleme:, 
who were opposed to Mr. Van Buren, when he 
saw them come up, and for the defence of the 
country, consent to put the power of the sword 
and purse in the hands of Mr. Van Buren, he said 
to his (riends around him, “that this is the great- 
est compliment this Government ever conferred on 
mortal man, since the days of Washing'on.” 

Having done this, would the gentlemen, who 
were yet wet with the perspiration from the con- 
test by which the present Executive was placed in 
power, would they row at the expiration of this 
extraordinary session, say to this country, 
that you who bave thus conferred this honor 
on the Executive, so much distrust the propriety 
of yourown act, and the judgment of the Execu- 
cutive, who was your candidate, and thata Whig 
Congress cannot, though they have armed a De. 
mocratic President with all the power of the Re- 
public, yet a Whig Congress cannot trust a Whig 
President wit) the selection of a site for a Nation. 
al armory? No; he hoped not. He did not dis- 
trust him. He would distrust no President of any 
party with the exercise of discretion like this, be- 
cause he believe’, whatever might have been the 
man before his elevation, that very elevation wou'd 
render him wholly unable to stoop to a work so 
base as to be i fluenced by any seciional motives 
in its selecion. No, he would not distrust the 
President of the United S:ates in this matter. 
we He believed, therefore, that the reason piven 
against this appropriauoa was unsound, and 
its effect would be to defeat the  propo- 
sition altogether; and then they would 
continue to pay for the transportation of 
arms, more than one half their orizinal eost, in- 
stead of letting the West manufecture them for 
themselves. If they wanted to strengthen the 
bonds of the Union, they must nat resort to local 
measures on a question of national defence. Let 
them take the map of the republic, examines it 
carefully, see where prudence and economy in re- 
ference to the wants of the whole country, require 
this work to be located; if atthe mouth of the Mis- 
sissippi, or” atthe mouth of the Missouri, of the 
Onio, or of the Scioto, let it be placed there; if it 
ought to be placed on the shore of Lake Erie, put 
it there; but be protested against any person vol- 
ing against this appropriation from a want of con- 
fidence in the Executive discretion, or in the mat- 
ter of its location. 

Mr. BRENTON. The Senator from Kentucky 
{[Mr. Cray] has cited the voie of the Western 
Whig members ia the House of Representatives 
against this armory, and relies upon that vole és 
an argument against it bere. This is irregular. 
The votes of members in 2ne House cannot be 
guotedin another, [vis forbid by our rules, and 
that for the sake of harmony and fair legislation, 
and to preveut crimination and recrimination be- 
tween the two Houses. The gentleman quotes the 
Western Whig vote of the House of Representa- 
tives, and presents it as an argument against this 
armory: if I reply to this argument, and say a 





it would be a breach of order, for wnich [ should 
be caled toorder. I shall, therefore, make no re- 
ply whatever to this quotation of votes from the 
Western Whig members of the other House. I 
proceed to the merits of the question. , 

The two Senators from Kentucky, [Messrs. 
Cray and Moreuegap] treat this as a Pittsburg 
ques'ion, and speak against the appropriation be- 
cause ihey assume that Pittsburg is to have the 
armory. This is assumption, not only without 
evidence but against it. The appropriatioa re- 
quires the armory to be in the West, the North- 
wes!, or Southwest. This opens the whole valley 
of Mississippi, and no more touches Pittsburg 
than any other point. Pittsburg is not named, nor 
alluded to. Shecan only take her chance among 
all the rest. She will be only ene site to be snb- 
jected to examination and selection with the rest. 
And how will thats'and? We havea documentupon 
this subjeci—a most masterly work, which I have 
often quoted before—which shows that the eminent 
board of engineers, [Col. McRee, Col. Talco't, and 
Major Lee] who reported upon Western sites fif- 
teen years ago, reported favorably on no 
less than five either within, or adjoining 
Keniucky; so that it is, upon the record, 
far more a Kentucky question than a Pittsburg 
question, I have thisdccument before me, and 
wiilshow you that, out of eleven sites which it 
reports upon, five are either within the limits of 
Kentucky, or immediately on its line, and practi- 
cally the same as if within it. These sites are: one 
below Skippiagpor'; one above that place—both 
beins at the Falls ef the Ohio, and on the Ken- 
tucky side; a third is on Licking river, within the 
limits of Kentucky; the fourth is below Jefferson- 
ville, at the Falls of the Ohio, on the Indiana sides, 
on the Kentucky line—for the line of Kentucky 
goes to low water mark on the Indiana site; the 
fifth site 1s at the North Bend, the home of the late 
General Harrison, on the Ohio river, and on the 
Kentucky line, which, being the same with that of 
Virginia, reaches to low water mark on the left 
bank of the river. Thus Kentacky has five sites 
reported upon, and Pittsburg but one; so that, up- 
oa the record, this is five times more a Kentucky 
question than a question of Pittsburg. It is not a 
local question; butitis a question of the whole 
West; and in that point of view alone, shonid a 
Statesinaon look atit. ‘The report which TI hold in 
my hand embraces eley-n sites; it was madesome 
fifteen years ago, and did not include Missouri, or 
the States on the Mississippi river, within its scope, 
because their iron and ceal resources were then 
unknown. Before a selection shall be made, these 
States will of course be examined, their grea! re- 
sources being now known. Among the sites re- 
perted upon, in addi'ion to those mentioned, are 
the narrows of Harneth, in Tennessee; Cypress 
Creek, in Alabama; Zanesville, in Ohio; and Big 
Beaver, and the Youghiogheny, in Pennsylvania. 
Thus stands the report; eleven Western sites re- 
ported upon, and the banks of the Mississippi, and 
the regions of the Merrimac, the Gasconade, and 
the Osage, and others streams yet to be examined, 

The amount of the appropriation, $75,000, has 
heen objected to as too large by the Senators from 
Kentucky; but on examining the document which 
[ have before me, it will be seen to be a very pro- 
per sum, and such as ought to be inserted, because 
it might be necessary to pnrehase an improved 
site, where the improvements would deduct so 
much from the cost of fature buildings. The re- 
port made by the Board of Engineers shows that a 
site might be purchased as low as $1,200, while 
another would cost above $100 000, according to 
locality ani improvements. This is their report, 
both upon the cost of sites, and the expense of the 
subecaent erections: 


Localities. Cost of ste. Cost ef Armories 


Cypress Creek, Alabama, $15,000 $232,365 
Harpeth Narrows, Tennessee, 16,000 357,940 
Below Shippingport, Kentucky, 12.500 397,513 
Above do do 105,00) 505.067 
Licking river, do 6,400 398,535 
North Bend, Ohio, 12,800 374,572 
Zanesville, do 8,000 312,973 
Big Beaver, Pennsylvania. 43.000 279,849 
Youghiogeny, do 1,280 204,699 
Pitsburg, do 225,979 


Such is their report upon the cost of sites, and 


the cost of the erections upon them. At several] of 
the sites there are dams, buildings, fixtures, steam. 
eagines, &c. which would be available in the con- 
s'ruction of thearmory. The sum of $75,000 is 2 
seasonable limit to meet such cases; but a mere 
naked site, it is seen, would cost but a small part 

of the sum. In the State of Missouri a site, untess 

an improved one should be selected, would cost but 

little; and reserves ot public land would supply 

wood. 

The proposition, Mr. President, of the Senator 
from Kentucky [Mr. Cray} ‘o mate the selection 
in Congress, is a propositioa, whatever the institn- 
tion may be, to defeat the measure. The effect of 
itis death to the measure. Tat we al! know per- 
fectly well—twenty five years of experience has 
proved that. The moment you attempt to fix itin 
Congress, every member votes for a place in his 
own State. No one will support a bill to take it 
any where but in his own State. This has been 
proved to us by the sad experience of twenty-five 
years. Fora quarter of a century, we have split 
upon that rock; and the friends cf the measure do 
not mean to split upon it again. The friends of 
the Western armory are now united upon the plan, 
ard the only plan, which can ever accomplish this 
gecat Western object; and that is, to leave the se- 
lection of the site to the President of the United 

tates. The Senator from Kentucky [Mr. Cray} 
says this would be to leave it to some bureau 
officer at this place—that the selection would be 
made by some subaltern here. Not so the fact. 
Experience, a knowledge of the course of business, 
and a decent regard for the character of the Presi- 
dent, forbid the belief. Our experience is, that a 
board of engineers—men of skill and character— 
will be sent to the West to examine sites, and to 
report upon their respective merits, both positively 
and comparatively. This is the way it has becn 
done heretofore—this is the way the reports were 
made by Colonel McRee, Colonel! Talcott, and 
Major Lee. They went to the country, were em- 
ployed two years in the work, and made reports 
which show the highest and most laborious degree 
of research, and evince the utmost impartiality. 
This is our experience. The course of business, 
we know, requires the mento be employed who 
are acquainted with the subject—whose studies ant 
pursuits make them master of it. This is a mili- 
tary subjec'—it eonnects itself with the army. 
Oificers of the army will be taken for it—tire 
engineers proper, or the topegraphical engineers, 
or the ordnance, would be the officers employed. 
We ail know this, and that a board would be 
constituied, and sent out*to examine the country, 
and decide trom actual examinations, We ail 
know this: then why this affected alarm abouta 
bureau cfficer in Washington? A decent regard for 
the President’s character forbids the belief that he 
would viola‘e precedent, depart from the course 
of business, act blindly, recklessly, and commit 
this business to a subaliern in Washington. We 
had as well suppose he would decide the selection 
by loi—draw straws for it—the Jongest siraw to 
take it—or, throw up, cross and pile. 

Sir, I cannot reply to the argument derived from 
the vote of the Whig members of the other House. 
It was unparliamentary to mention that vote here. 
Our rules torbid me to remark upon it; and_ you, 
Mr. President, would call me to order if I did. 
Bat I can remark upon the character of such an 
argumen'—an argument which makes a par/y 
question of a measure of national defence—and 
which exhibits Whigery on the wrong side of that 
question. Party ought to be kept out of sucha 
subject! Party ought to hush its selfish voice on 
such asubject! Party should still iis one sided 
passions on such a subject! What! Western 
Wh-gery opposed to a Western armory! and 
this opposition to be gravely quoted in the Ame- 
rican Senate, as an argument againsi the measure. 
Weil, aad jastly, has the Senator from Ohio, [Mr. 
Aven] rebuked and chastised the monstrosity! 
of such an argument, and shown its anti-national, 
unpa'riotic, and selfish character. 

Are we never to be done with opposition toa 
Western armory? Is it to spring forth incessant- 
ly, and to assume every variety of shape and 
form? For twenty-five years we have had oppo- 
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sition—vigitant, relentless, deadly opposition— 
and all from the same quarter—and varying its 
form from time to time. It was opposed when 
Col. Johnson conducted the measure; opposed 
again when | conducied i; and always on some 
old arid worn out argument, or on some new and 
desperate conception, No state of the Treasury— 
no epoch of time—no state of the country—no 
state of the Presidency—wi!! permii a Western 
armory to be built. Fall Treasury, or empty 
Treesury, there is no money for the Western ar 
mory! The time present, is always the wrong 
time for the Western armory! War is no time 
for the Wes.ern armory! Peace is no time for 
the Western armory! Madiso', Monroe, Adams, 
Jackson, Van Buren, were no Presidents to be en- 
trusied with the selection of a Westernarmory; 
and now, the objection extends to ‘Tyler too.” 
Thus it has been for five and twenty years; and 
are we to be put off any longer by the old worn 
out, thread bare, rickety objections to this great 
measure? Are we to be served for twenty-five 
years to come as we have been for twenty-five 
years past? Three weeks ago ve carried this mea 
sure by a great majority cn full debate. The Se- 
nate was decidedly for it three weeks ago. What 
new argument is pressed into the service since? 
Why only two, first, that Western Whigery is 
against it; and, next, that President Tyler cannot 
betruste1 with the selection. ‘These are the only 
new arguments, and I protest against them both; 
the first, as being invalid, if true; the latter, as be- 
ing untrue. 

The bill to which we have added this amend- 
meat, originated in the House of Representatives, 
and came to this chamber without any thing in it 
for the great West. It was a national defence bill; 
but confined its view to the northern and ea:tern 
sides of the nation. It contained nearly two mil- 
lions for the North and East; nothing for the 
West and Southwest. We succeeded in amend- 
ing it in this chamber, and inserting about 
$140,000 (of which this armory made $75,000) 
for the South and West. It went down to the 
House of Representatives with these amendments, 
and returns to us with the $140,000 for the South 
and West, strack out, and about $150,000 new ap- 
propriations for the North and East, inserted! 
This is what Western Whigery has done for us— 
that Whigery which is quoted for our guide and 
example here! Well. 
new appropriations for the North and East; and 
now the question is, shall we agree to give up all 
for the West? or shall we insist upon our amend- 
ment, and hold on to this armory? I hope we 
shall insist—shall hold on—shall demand the ar- 
mory now—and not be shuffled off again, as we 
have been for twenty-five years past. I demand 
the yeas and nays, that I may have my recorded 
vote on the Journal. 

Mr. MOREHEAD repelled the assertion that 
any Senator on this side had attempted to made a 
party question of the subject; nor had they 
ever said they could not trust the Presi- 
dent. He would as soon trust to the discretion of 
President Tyler asto any other man, but he did 
not conceive this was a subject of Executive dis- 
cretion. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE spoke in favor of insist- 
ing on the amendment. The"West was difficult 
to define, such had been its vast growth and 
increase within a few short years. There had 
been West, the Far West, and in a little 
while he presumed there would oe the ultra Far 
West. 

After some further debate, the question was 
taken on insisting on the amendmeat, and decided 
in the affirmative: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Barrow, Benton, Bu- 
chanan, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, 
Henderson, King, Linn, McRoberts, Mouton, 
Nicholson, Preston, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, 
Siurgeon, Tappan, Walker, White, Woodbridge, 
Woodbury, Wright, and Young—24. 

NAYS—Méessrs. Archer, Bates, Berrien, Choate, 
Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, Evans, Gra- 
ham, Huntington, Ker, Mang.m, Miller, More- 
head, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, Simmons, Smith 
of Indiana—19. 


We have agreed to the’ 








The bill from the Hause making appropriations 
for the repair of the Potomac Bridge was read a 
first and second time by its ttle, and referred to 
the Committee on the District of Columbia 

The bill to carry into effect the provisicns of the 
treaty with Mexico was returned with amendments 
from the House, and, on moticn of Mr. PRES- 
TON, referred to the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
lions. 

Mr. RIVES soon afier reported the bill back to 
the Senate, recommending that the amendments 
be concurred in; which was agreed to, and the bill 
finally passed? 

The revenue bill was then taen up. 

The first question was on concarring with the 
committee in exempting palm leaf from duty. 

Mr. CLAY said this was an article of but little 
value, and was used by the girls of the nation in 
making bonnets and hats. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

On motion ef Mr. EVANS, boracic acid was in- 
serted among the articles to be exemp'ed. 

Another amendment was to insertsumach among 
the exceptions, as rot liable to duty. 

Mr. WOODBURY objected to the exemption of 
foreign sumach from duty. It is an article of na- 
tive growth ia this country, and the cultivation of 
it for domestic manufacturing purposes ought to be 
encouraged. He thought the farming interest as 
much entitled to protection as other interests, when 
itcould be appropriately afforded. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky said it was very true it 
was an article of home growth; but be understood 
itwas abundant where it was not wanted, and 
where those manufactures existed which would re- 
quire it, there was none to be found. Under these 
circumstances, it had not as yet been cultivated for 
manufacturing purpo-e’, and probably would not, 
as long as agricultural labor could be more profi'a- 
bly employed. Impcrted sumach came from coun- 
tries where labor was much cheaper than in this 
country, and he thought it was for the in'e-ests of 
our marufacturers to obtain itupon the cheapest 
terms they can. Our agricultural labor can be 
much better employed in other channels of indus- 
try. 

Mr. CALHOUN was very glad to hear the S2- 
nator from Kentucky at last coming round in sup- 
portof this sound deetrine. It was just what he 
(Mr. Catrtoun) had long expected he [Mr. Cray] 
would be forced to conform to, that those article 
ought to be imported which can be obtained upon 
cheaper terms than thev can be proluced at home. 
Tae Senator was perfectly right in his position that 
our manufacturers ought to import the raw mate- 
rials which they use, whenever they can obixin 
them with advantage from countries where Jabor is 
cheaper than athome. But the Senator’s argu- 
ment did not apply to this amendment only; it ap- 
pited to the bill, and to the protective system, which 
the Senator bas urged with so much zeal, the whole 
tendency of which ts to force labor and enterprise 
from their natural channels into artificial ones, by 
the bestowal of premiums, in the shape of protec- 
tion, 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky thought the Senator 
from South Carolina was not entitled tu his inter- 
pretation of what he (Mr. Cray) had’said. Tae 
Senator converts a few wirds expressed in favor of 
continuing the free imporiatioa of sumach, under 
present circumstances, into a general approbation 
of free trade—a thing wholly eut of view in bis 
(Mr. Ciay’s) mind at the ume be made his re- 
marks. It was certainly owing to the peculiar ha- 
bit of mind in which the Senator from South Caro- 
lina was so fond of indulging, that be was thus al- 
ways trying to reduce every thing to his system of 
abstractions. Now, what he (Mr. Cray) did say 
was, merely that sumach had sot yet drawn the at- 
tention of our farmers to its cultivation jor manu 
facturing puposes, and therefore they could soffer 
no injury by the importation of the foreign article 
free of duty, from a country where labor was 
cheaper than in this country. That was the whole 
amount of what he had said, and let the Senator 
mike the most of it. 

Mr. CALHOUN observed that the Senator from 
Kentucky had evidently very strong prejudices 
against what he calls abstraction, This would be 





easily understood when we take into con:idéera- 
tion what the Senator and bis friends characterised 
asabstractions. What he and they ca'led abstrac- 
tions, was the principle of scrutiny and opposition 
so powerfully evinced by this side of the Senate, 
against the loose ¢stimates, ruinous projects, and 
extravagant expenditures which constitute the 
leading measvres of the present Administration. 
This opposition is what the gentlemen understand 
by the term “abstraction,” and no wonder they 
hated it, and sought to cover it with ocium, But, 
if he (Mr. Catnoun) was too much of an abstrac- 
tionist, certainhe was that the Senator from Ken- 
tucky was toomuch disposed to the opprsite: he 
was too much in favor of pushing measures on 
account of their popularity, without regard to their 
abstract justice, or their ultimate tendency. Ifa 
sacred regaid for the letter and spirit of the Consti- 
tution, end a determination to protect the rights 
of the mass in opposition to moneyed and manu- 
facturing corporations, were abstractions, he was 
content to be an abstractionis'. As regards the 
princip'es of free tride, if these were abstractions, 
he was happy to know that he was ila company 
with some of the ablest sfatesman of Great Bri- 
tain. Mr. C. referred to the report recently made 
in Parliament on this subject, which he characte- 
rise’ as adoentnent of emmeat ability. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky observed that the Se- 
nator from South Carolina based his abstractions 
on the theories of books—on English authorities, 
and on the arguments urged in favor of free trade 
by a certain party io the British Parliament. Now 
he (Mr. Cray) and his friends would not admit of 
these autho ities being entitled to as much weight as 
ithe universal practice of nations, which in all parts 
of the world was found to be in favor of protecting 
home manufac‘urcs to an extent sufficieat to keep 
them in a flourishme coadiion. This was the 
whole diffirence. Tue Senater was in favor of 
book theory and abstractions: he (Mr. Cray) and 
his friends were in favor of the universal practice 
of nations, and tae wholesome and necessary pro- 
tec'ion of domestic manufactures. And what bet- 
ter proof could be givenof national decision on 
this point than that furnished by the recent elec- 
tions in Great Britain. A report on the subject of 
free trade, written by that astute and ingenious 
Sc tchman, Mr. Hume, bad obtained pretty gene- 
ra! circulation in this couniry. Oa the principles set 
forthin that report the British Ministry went before 
ihe people of England ata general elcciion, andthe 
result proved that they were repudiated. The 
question was ful.y submitted to the British people, 
and they put their seal of condemnation upon it. 
Mr. Hume’s own constituents repudiated him and 
his principles. On that very que-tion he lost his 
election. The British Ministry has been defeated 
most signally on that very question. The British 
people have decided in favor otf the practice of na- 
tions, and agatsst men, theories, and abstractions. 
They have decided that the first duty of their 
Minisiry is to protect the British nation, and 
British interests, in preference to running wildly 
into absiract principles. 

Mr. CALHOUN had supposed the Senator from 
Kentucky was possessed of more tact than to al- 
lade at all to the recent elections in Eagland, and 
clai.o them as atriumyph of bis priveiples, much 
less to express himself in such strong terms of ap- 
probation at the resuit. The Senater was, how- 
ever, elated at the favorable result of the late elec- 
tions to the Tory party in England. That was 
not much to be wondered at; for the interests, ob- 
jects, and aims of the Tory party there, and of the 
Whig party here, are identical. The identity of 
the two parties is remarkable. The Tory party 
are the patrons of corporate monopolies; and are 
not you?) They are advocates of a high tariff; and 
are not you? They are the supporters of a Na- 
t.ona! Bank; and are notyou? They are for corn 
laws—laws oppressive to the mass of the people, 
and favorable to their own power; and are not 
you? Witness this bill. The Tory party in Eng- 
land are not supported by the British people. That 
party is the representative of the mere aristocracy 
of the country, which, though the most odious and 
oppressive system of coercion exercised over the 
tenantry of the country, has obiained the power of 
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starving the mass o{ the people, by the continuation 
of laws exclusively protecting the landed interests, 
that is, the rent rolis of the aristocracy. These laws 
that party will uphold, rather than suffer the peo- 
ple to obtain cheap bread. The Administration 
party in England wished to dissipa'e this odious 
systeui of exclusive legislation, and to give the mass 
of the people cheap bread. This the Senator from 
Kentucky characterizes as ridiculous abstraction. 
And who are these Tories of England? Do not the 
Abolitionists constitute a large portion of that par- 
ty? Those very Abolitionis's, who have more 
sympathy for the negroes of the West India 
islands, than for the starving aud oppressed white 
laborers of England. And why? Because it is the 
interest of the Tory party to have high rents at 
home, and high tariff duties against the sugar of 
this countiy, forthe protection of the owners of 
estates in the West India islands. This is the par- 
ty, the success of which, at the recent elections in 
Great Britain, has so elated the Senator from 
Kentucky! The success of that party in 
England, and of the Whig party here, 
is tre success of the great money power, which 
concentrates the interests of the two parties, and 
identifies their principles. The struggie of both is 
a struggle for the ascendency of this great money 
power. When the whole subject is narrowly 
looked into, it is seen that the whole question at 
issue is that of the ascendency of this enormous 
and dangerous power, or that of popular iights. 
And this is a struggle which the Opposition in this 
Capitol, to whom alone the people of this eountry 
can now look for protection against the measures 
threatened to be consummated here, will maintain 
to the last, regardless of the success of the Tories 
abroad or their allies at home. 


Mr. CLAY denied that he had made any boast 
of the success of the Tories in the English elec- 
tions. He had expressed no sympathy with that 
party. He cared nothing about their success, 
though he did hope that the Tories wou!d not come 
into power in this country. He had only adveried 
to their triumph in England as an evidence of the 
sense of the English nation on the subject of 
free trade. His argument was, that no 
matter what contending politicians said about 
abstract principleg when it came to the prac- 
tical action of the’ whole nation on these prin- 
ciples, that action Was found decisive against tHec- 
ries and in favor of the practice of nations ail over 
the globe. Now, the facts of the case with regard 
to himself, (Mr. Ciay,) and the Senator from South 
Carolina, were these: The honorable Senator allu- 
ded to Mr. Home’s report in favor of free tra'e. 
He, (Mr. Cray,) in refutation of that authority, 
showed how the English nation had repudiated the 
principles of that report. The Senator, on this, gets 
up and endeavors to draw from this an inference 
that he (Mr. Cray) and his friends were identified 
with the Tories of England; that their sympathies 
were identical. As to the success of the Tories in 
England, be had frequentiy made the remark that 
this Government had more to expect from the jus- 
tice ofa Tory ministry than a Whig ministry, 
either in England or France, as the latter were 
afraid of being accused of being swayed by their 
liberal sentiments. He had made a similar re- 
mark once at a dinner party at the White House, 
while the very worthy and amiable gentleman pre- 
sided, who is now a citizen of the State of New 
York, and it was generally concurred in by those 
present who had been abroad. With this concur- 
rence in sentiment, he ha! asked of the President 
the privilege of proposing a toast, who replied, 
Most certainly, Mr. Cray. He then propose | the 
accession to power of a Tory ministry in England, 
a Tory ministry in France, and a Whig ministry 
in the United States. 


Mr. CALHOUN said when there was a question 
at issue beiween the Senator from Kentucky and 
himself, that Senator was not the judge of i's ac- 
curacy, nor was he; but he weuld leave it to the 
Senate, and to all present who had heard the argu- 
ment, if he had not metit fairly. Did he not quote, 
in tones of exultation, the triumph of the Tory 
party in England as the triumph of his principles 
over the principles of free trade? And when he (Mr. 


Catnooun) had noticed the points of identity in 
principle between the Tory party of England and 
and the Whig party of this country, had the Sena- 
tor attempted to reply? Nay more, he had alluded 
to the striking coincidence between the party af- 
finities in Great Britain and this country, and 
showed that this victory was not a Tory victory 
on'y, but an Abolitionist victosy—the advocates 
of high taxes on sugar joining the advocates 
of high taxes on bread, and now the Sena- 
tor wishes to produce the iupression that 
he had not fairly met the questior, and tries to 
make a new issue. There was one trait in the Se- 
nator’s character which he had often noticed. He 
makes his onslavghts with great impetuosity, not 
always thinking where they will carry him; and 
when he finds himself in difficulty, all his great in- 
genuilty is taxed to make a skilfal retreat. Like 
the French general, Moreau, he is more celebrated 
for the dexterity of his retreats than the fame of 
his battles. 

Mr. WALKER was greaily-surprised when he 
heard the reference of the Senator from Kentucky 
to the success of the Tories in England in support 
of his principl|:s of bigh tariff and protective duties, 
Did not the Senator know how the late elections of 
Great Britain had been carried? They were carried 
by the coercion of the landed interest over the ten- 
antry of the country. In Scotland and Ireland, 
where the power of the landed interest over the 
tenanitry was not so absolute as in English coun- 
ties, there was a large majority against the Tories. 
But the aristocratic interests in the English coun- 
ties were predominant, and there’ alone the Tories 
received the overwhelming vote which gave them 
the ascendency. The success of that party was a 
thing with which the people cf England had no- 
tk ing to do; the mass ef the people were excluded 
from having any voice in the matter at all. It was 
the result of the power of the landlords over their 
tenantry. The voters at the election through- 
out the British nation did not exceed four millions, 
being only one-seventh of the population. The ma- 
jority of this four millions was entirely under the 
control of the aristocracy, and hence the favorable 
result 'o the Tory party, upon an oceasion of life 
and death, which called forth a!l the energies of the 
aristocracy. If the vote could be honestly taken 
by ballot, and there were free suffrage in Great Bri- 
tain, as there is here, can any man doubt that there 
would bave been an overwhelming majority in fa- 
vor of the liberal Ministry of England, and against 
the Tory interests? The voics of Great Bri- 
tain is egainst Tory principles. It is impos- 
sible it can be otherwise. No nation could 
vote against the interests of four-fifths of its 
population, for the sake of supporting the 
remaining one-fifth in exclusive and oppres- 
sive privileges. How long will the Tory party 
continue in power in England? Just as long as 
the Whig party in this. The seeds of dissolution are 
sown in their very assumption of power. They 
would not have even a reign of ninety days. They 
will be scattered to the four winds of Heaven, 
as the Whigs are now being scattered in this coun- 
try. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky was not going into a 
dissertation on the political institutions of the 
British nation. He would merely recapitulate the 
facts with relation to the question at issue between 
the Administration party in England and the Tory 
party. How Mr. Cray re-stated the position of 
b-th parties at the recent election, and the result; 
and concluded by declaring, that, after all, it was 
not a question now before the Senate, whether it 
was a Tory victory in England and a Whig 
victory here, but whether sumach was or was not 
to be additted free of dury. He thonght it would 
be just as well tc revert to that question and let 
it be decided. For his part, he cared very little 
whether it was or was not. He would leave it to 
the Senate to decide the question just as it 
pleasea. 


Mr. WOODBURY contendéd that the protection 
against the foreign sumach would, in the first 
jnstance, probably raise the price $ufficient- 
ly to induce farmers to tutn their attention to 
the home culture. That would insure an abundant 
























supply, which would lead to a reduction of price, 
and, in the end, notwithstanding the duty, the 
manufacturer would have as good an article of 
home growth furnished, and upon as cheap terms, 
as the foreign article is now furnished free of duty, 


Mr. CLAY of Keniucky hoped the Senator from 


New Hampshire did not believe there was a single 
Senator opposed to giving encouragement to the 
home growth of the article. All that wa8 proposed 
was, for the present, to let the foreign article come 
in duty free. 


Mr. SEVIER asked how much was the duty . 


expected from it? 


Mr, CLAY of Kentucky could not say—very 


little, he should suppose. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
On motion of Mr. EVANS, the words “oj 


of” was stricken out, and cloves only admitted, 
on the ground that the oil was a manufactured 
article. 


On motion of Mr. CLAY the bill was furthe 


amended so as to insert bleaching powder and eam* 
of tartar in the bill, and of course exempling them 
from duty. 


Mr.WOODBURY would submit an amendment, 


which he did not desire to bave considered then, 
but to lay over until Monday. It was to insert 
among the list of free articles tea and coffee, and 
that the duty on salt and molasses be reduced one 
half fiom the year 1842 to 1845; after which to be 
entirely exempted. 


Mr. BENTON sent an amendment to the Chair 


to the effect that coarse blankets sheuld be admitted 
‘free of duty. 


Mr. BUCHANAN said he was induced to offer 


an amendment. Within the limits of the com- 
promise act, he would protect the manufactures 
of the country. It was well known that there 
was iron in Pennsylvania equal to the best 
English iron for railroads, enough indeed to sup- 
n'y the whole world. The amendment he would 
offer he «ered to come in at the 5th section of the 
dill. 


The effect of this amendment was to repeal all 


the ‘aws which admitted iron for railroads free of 
duty. 


Mr. CL Y said he did not know that he should 


have any obje ‘on to this amendment. The po- 
licy was, when ta 7° was a large amount of reve- 
nue on hand, toadm.. ‘his article free of duty for 


the encouragement of ‘yoads. But as there 


was a large quantily of iron 1 this country, and 
extensive manufactures, he thou, ** he should sup- 


port the proposition, particularly as ‘t would add 
very considerably to the revenue. 

Mr. BUCHANAN would support it if the. > was 
no iron in the country. Was there any reason 
why corporations should have this article free of 
duty, while the farmer was subjected to a tax on 
the iron used in his ploughs? In Pennsylvania 
there were immense beds of this iron ore, besides 
the coal, and he hoped thata duty would be placed 
on 1ailroad as well as on any other iron. 

Mr. KING made some remarks, understood to 
be in opposition to the amendmeat. The question 
was not whether there was iron in Pennsylvania, 
but was it manufactured so as create a proper sup- 
ply for the purpose of facilitaung these roads? 


Mr. HUNTINGTON would suggest whether it 
would not be better to let the subject lie over until 
the first of the week; which suggestion was acqui- 
esced in, and the bill passed over informally. 


Mr. SEVIER asked the Senate to indulge him 
in taking up the bill in which one of his Choctaw 
constituents was deeply interested—he had been 
waiting here for a long time in expectation of hav- 
ing it acted on. 

The Senate then proceeded to consider the bill to 
provide for the satisfaction of the outstanding 
Choctaw reservations, under the nineteenth article 
of the treaty of Dancing Rabbit creek, of Septem- 
ber, 1830. 

Mr. SEVIER explained the objects of the bill, 
and advocated it with great zeal. 

Mr. HENDERSON spoke ia opposition, and 
Messrs. BENTON and WALKER in its favor; 
but the Senate adjourned without taking any ques- 
tion. 
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